
 
Joe Hill, an Advocate for Others 

 
Joe Hill was seen as the face behind the camera to most people, but he was truly a generous person,  

a do-gooder, a leader and a voice for all people in need. Joe Hill passed away January 2011. 
 
After six months or retirement in 1988, Joe became bored and plunged into full-time volunteering.  It enabled 
him to do what he loved – taking pictures and improving life for senior citizens in Plano and beyond. 
 
One of his first volunteer jobs at the Plano Senior Recreation Center was teaching computer classes in 
1989.  Twenty seniors signed up for the class and Joe was there to give them hands-on experience.    
 
When Joe raised his mighty “Canon” people didn’t duck, they just put on their best smile. Joe enjoyed attend 
groundbreakings, city council meetings, town hall meeting, Senior Center activities, community forums, 
Douglass Center events, Chamber of Commerce and church functions.  Everywhere he went, he brought his 
camera, documenting the events for prosperity.  If you look at any City brochure, scrapbook or even on the 
walls in many City offices you will see photos taken by Joe.   
 
Photography wasn’t Joe’s only passion, his advocacy for fellow senior citizens was widespread not only at 
the Senior Center, but throughout the entire community.  As a volunteer through the Volunteers In Plano 
(VIP) Program, his efforts at the Senior Center ranged from the center’s photographer, member of the Plano 
Senior Center Advisory Board, holding a seat on the Planning Committee for the Senior Games and being an 
active member of Douglass Community Center.   
 
Joe’s achievements were varied and far reaching from mentoring youth programs to helping seniors. Joe 
served on the board of directors for Collin County Committee on Aging in McKinney, Plano 
Community Home, Maurice Barnett Geriatric Wellness Center and Plano Chapter of the American 
Association of Retired Persons.  He was a member of Dallas ISD Safety Program, a role model and 
counselor in the DISD Excel Program, a volunteer at the Martin Luther King Community Center, a member of 
regional transportation commission, our representative at the North Texas agency on Aging,  a consultant to 
the Black Chamber of Commerce and of course a City volunteer extraordinaire!   
 
In 1990 as a representative of the senior population of Plano, Joe met with Robin Popik to discuss how 
seniors could get involved in our City.  Shortly afterwards a steering committee was formed to see how more 
seniors could become involved in City government. He sure knew how to get things done. 
 
Although it was not important to him, Joe was honored numerous times with awards, including the City of 
Plano Volunteer of the Year Award, Living Treasure Award from the Senior Center and the Andre Davidson 

                             



Award from Collin County.  Joe was a great ambassador for the City of Plano. He was a friend to so many 
and was appreciated by everyone.   As a VIP, Joe donated over 17,700 hours of service in the more than 20 
years he was a City volunteer. Many, many more if you include all volunteer activities he was involved in 
outside the City.   
 
In an interview with Joe, he said, “We’ve all dreamed of retirement for so many years - to be able to do what 
we like to do.  Seniors should be given the opportunity to do what they like to do but not be restricted to what 
they can do.”   Joe gave much to many who never saw him nor heard his name. It is proper that we celebrate 
a man of his stature and to rejoice that he was among us.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

              


