
 
David Lerry, lifelong volunteer 

David Lerry lead an honorable life celebrated for its many accomplishments and lifelong  
volunteer contributions. David Lerry passed away February 2011. 

 
David started as a volunteer for the Boy Scouts of America in 1974 when his sons were old enough to join.  
As a Scout Leader of Troop 174, he loved taking the troop on campouts and traveling to various sites.  In 
1978 during his three-year IBM assignment in Paris, France, he became assistant Scoutmaster and then 
Scoutmaster of Troop 112, which met at the American Embassy. 
  
Back in the states and retired from IBM and MCI, David Lerry started volunteering with the VIP Program in 
October of 1996.  Maggie Sprague, Founding Director of The Plano Conservancy explains, “David wore 
many hats, including serving as a board member for three years, creating presentations for our fundraisers, 
collecting documentation for our historic asset surveys and photographing Interurban Railway Museum 
events and parties.”  David also leveraged his years of employment at IBM to provide matching donations of 
computer equipment to The Plano Conservancy, while serving as ambassador to the community at large and 
to especially the business organizations. 
  
He used his love and knowledge of photography to promote the Interurban Railway Museum. David 
photographed the Plano Historical Homes District for a walking tour brochure and helped document the 
headstones and GPS coordinates at the Douglass Cemetery.  “He was our VIP Photographer at numerous 
City events, including the Very Special Arts Festival, Dickens Downtown, Live Green In Plano Expo and the 
annual VIP Recognition Awards.  After some time, David realized he had too many photography 
assignments, so he put together a team from his Plano Photography Club and stated scheduling them to 
assist with City events and projects,” explained Robin Popik, Volunteer Resources Supervisor.     
  
David enjoyed other volunteering, including serving on the Crime Prevention Advisory Board and helping 
whenever asked. “David was a very patient, kind and generous man who brought his knowledge and genuine 
interest of people to everything he undertook.  We are indebted to him for all he has provided over the years.  
We will miss our good friend and his service to our community.  David left a lasting impact on the hearts of all 
who knew him,” stated Maggie. 
  
As the 2009 Volunteer of the Year, David was honored for his many contributions to The Plano Conservancy 
and the VIP Program.   All together David donated 1,211 hours to the City of Plano VIP Program. 

    

           


