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Views from the Heart of Historic Plano

Living green in Historic Downtown Plano
is a way of life. Environmental values
conserving resources and minimizing waste
— are integrated into the lives of residents,
restaurants and shop owners.

April holds many exciting events for the
environmentally conscious. April 5 is the
Great American Clean Up. Thousands
volunteer for Plano’s largest city-wide
cleanup. Special recycling areas are
available for document shredding, old cell
phones, eye glasses, shoes and textiles.

April 12, at Plano Centre, the Live Green Expo
features exhibitors, presentations and children’s

activities. Entertainment for this free event includes
Vocal Trash, Eddie Coker, Radio Disney, and live

broadeasts with Chris Miles, Howard Garrett and Al Carrell.

Recycling is convenient for Plano residents. Single stream
recycling bins are available in two sizes and bins are emptied
every other week. Electronic recycling can be dropped off the
third Saturday of the month at Elliott’s Hardware, northwest
corner of Park and Coit. The city also offers free household
chemical collection. To promote recycling through reuse, The
Plano Material Exchange program offers citizens free online
posting of their unwanted but usable items.

Most Historic Downtown Plano businesses recycle in one way
or another, showing environmental stewardship and reducing
disposal costs. Mirroring the city’s residential curbside
recycling program, businesses can combine their recycling

materials into one bin or cart. Also, there are single stream
recycling bins for residential and business use just south of
the Municipal Building and east of Harrington Library.

Plano also offers a successful, innovative organic
recycling program. Restaurants, floral shops, grocery
stores, corporate cafeterias and Plano Independent School
District schools (almost 30), capture organic materials,
such as food scraps, meats, fish, bones, vegetables, fruits,
snack foods, breads and soiled food paper items. They
are converted into Texas Pure Compost at the city’s
composting facility. Downtown participants include
Kelley’s Eastside, Jorg’s Café Vienna, Ye Olde Butcher
Shop and Georgia’s Farmers Market. Texas Pure Compost
is available at Georgia's and Garrison Gardens.

The Habitat for Humanity ReStore on Summit is a

retail outlet offering quality used and surplus building

materials at below normal retail prices. Proceeds
support Habitat for Humanity while materials are
donated by building supply stores, manufacturers,
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contractors and individuals in support of their efforts. Besides
raising funds, the ReStore re-channels usable surplus building
materials that might otherwise go to the landfill.

DART is a leader is conserving resources. Powered by electricity
fed from overhead lines like the streetcars of yesterday, the new
non-polluting DART light rail cars employ state-of-the-art modern
technology to use the minimum amount of power. Almost 18
million people rode DART trains in 2007 — one can only imagine
how much gasoline was saved. One DART electric rail car seats
150 people but has the same low emissions as one electric golf
cart. And DART conserves money, too. A monthly pass for
unlimited travel throughout the Dallas Metroplex is $50; the
premium pass, which includes Fort Worth, is $80. A $25 reduced
fare pass is available for seniors, students, children and Medicaid
card holders. Regular commuters could pay triple this amount
monthly, while putting considerably more pollutants in the air.
Additionally, all of DART’s downtown area landscaping is drought
resistant. The design is reminiscent of the past, but conserves
water for the future.

Many salons in Historic Downtown Plano use healthy environ-
mental practices. Phancy’s Salon is an Aveda salon, whose
products are all organically derived, with no solvents or petroleum
based ingredients. Phancy’s also participates in Aveda’s annual
Earth Day project. Around the comer, Always at Peace Day Spa's
practices and products are completely organic as well. Hair ‘Em
and Nail “Em uses all natural products in their salon, including
Jessica, Pureology, Abba, Tosca and Minerelles.

While preserving history, the City’s Heritape Commission

also conserves nature's precious resources. This body oversees
maintaining and repurposing historic sites and structures. Rather
than being torn down, several area homes have been preserved
thanks to the Commission’s oversight and the initiative of
homeowners.

The Lexington Park project at Rice Field is making a locally
unprecedented effort to protect the environment. Its 98 townhomes
will be LEED for Homes certified and Green Built. Leadership

in Energy and Environmental Design is the internationally-
accepted benchmark for the design, construction and operation of
high performance green buildings. Points are earned for HVAC,
plumbing and many other aspects, along with proximity to transit
and other energy-wise businesses. Lexington is pursuing the

most complex of the
LEED certifications, that
awarded to individual
residences, as opposed to
a somewhat less stringent
one for the development
as a whole.

(eontinued inside)
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“Boomin’ Brass" 972-473-7262
www.planosymphony.org

Plano Symphony Orchestra, Courtyard Theater

PISD Advanced Placement Exhibit 972-423-7809
www.artcentreoiplano.org

ArtCentre of Plano

"Poundin’ Percussion” 972-473-7262

www.planosymphony.org

Plano Symphony Orchestra, Courtyard Theater
*The Glass Menagerie” 972-424-6873
by Tennessee Williams

Teatro delle Muse, AriCentre Theatre

“One Day Only ELEVEN,"

a 24-hour play festival
www.roverdramawerks.com

Rover DramaWerks, Courtyard Theater

972-849-0358

Adut Ceramic Night
Art-A-Rama Plano

972-423-4554

Green Seminar
Plano Chamber of Commerce

972-769-4393

Beatlegras in Concert
Courtyard Theater

www.planostages.tix.com

Plano Dance Festival www.gottadanceplano.com
Plano Metropolitan Ballet, Courtyard Theater

"The Runner Stumbles" by Milan Stitt
www.roverdramawerks.com
RoverDramawerks, Cox Building Playhouse

972-849-0358

Lee Akins "Retrospective” 972-423-7809
www._artcentreofplano.org

ArtCentre of Plano

A Bowl Full of Blues” 972-941-5600

Featuring Bugs Henderson & Anson Funderburgh,
plus 4 more bands!

www.planostages.tix.com

Plano Stages, Amphitheater at Oak Point Park

Live Green Expo 2008 www.livegreeninplano.org
City of Plano Sustainability & Environmental
Services Department, Plano Centre

6th Annual Plano Book Festival 972-633-9603
for Adult Literacy

www.planobookfestival.com

Haggard Park & Courtyard Theater

Milo & Rachel's Acoustic
Kitchen Concert
Courtyard Theater

www.planostages.tix.com

"Everything on Tap" www.rhythmjunkies.org
Rhythm Junkies, Courtyard Theater

Adut Ceramic Night
Art-A-Rama Plano

972-423-4554

Historic Downtown Plano Association meetings

are the first Tuesday of each month at
The Plano Chamber of Commerce
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In cooperation with the City of Plano, it could be the first of its type in North Texas.
The development is also a 100 percent partner with the Environmental Protection
Agency, meaning all materials, including doors, windows, roofing, siding, and the
like, are Energy Star rated. In addition, lumber waste will be mulched and used in
landscaping the one-acre park at the development's center. With ongoing sales, there
are 4 units under construction now with some ready for occupancy as soon as this
spring.

Treading lightly on the environment has
also nurtured local wildlife. Here you
can see not only the common squirrels,
rabbits and ducks, but also herons,
egrets, Opossums, raccoons, hawks,
owls, foxes and coyotes. The pond in
Haggard Park is alive with native black
catfish and families of ducks.

On March 17, Kelly’s Eastside and The
Fillmore Pub will be celebrating a different
kind of green. Kelly's will host its 5th Annual
St. Patrick’s Day party with green beer, corned
beef and cabbage, live music, t-shirts, and
extended hours. Later this spring, the restaurant
will complete its expansion into the space
next door. The new space will house the bar
and live music, offering patrons the older area
as a quieter, more family style spot. At The
Fillmore Pub’s St. Patrick”s Day Bash, you’ll
enjoy Irish food and live music from 1100 Springs. If you need some ‘green’ to
attend these events, stop by the ATM’s at Legacy Texas Bank, First International or
Washington Mutual. There are also two ATM’s inside the Plano Municipal Center,
available during regular business hours,

City Scene

By Jon Hubach

March means spring, renewal and rebirth, and revitalization here is in full bloom!

4 G’s Sports Bar and Grill, Gregory’s and A Toast to Texas Int'l Wine Shoppe join
the growing list of businesses moving into the area. This month we expect the first
phase of the old Blue Goose building renovation to be complete, with Modern
Marketing moving in for business and the opening of the ground floor for retail and
restaurant tenants to follow.

In spring the Historic Downtown Plano Association’s (HDPA) Downtown{@
Sundown returns bigger and better than ever. Every Second Saturday from March
through November enjoy live music, entertainment, vendors, food and extended
shopping. Begun last fall, this is more than just another street festival—it’s a
prime time to attract visitors and shoppers past daytime hours and to show off
what Downtown is all about. For more information, including volunteering or
participating as a vendor, visit us at www.visitdowntownplano.com.

The City and Pinnacle, operators of Eastside Village, are exploring the opportunity
to conduct a redevelopment project on 15th Street on the current site of Eisenberg’s
Skatepark and the adjacent strip center. The project will include 200,000 square
feet, with 15,000 square feet of retail, 200 residential units and a parking garage.
Construction is expected to begin in late fall.



Historic Views

In the early days of Plano, the farmers thought the black lands
were so fertile and the top soil so deep it would never wear
out. After generations of intensive farming, soil erosion caused
a substantial decrease in farm production. In the late 1920s
and carly 1930s, attempts at soil conservation were undertaken
but were inadequate because of lack of knowledge and a
comprehensive plan,

In the 1940s, the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers announced

a new lake on the east fork of the Trinity River, for flood
control purposes only, meaning no water would be in the lake
except during floods. People reacted overwhelmingly against
the lake unless it provided water storage as well, The Corps
of Engineers maintained that a permanent lake would be
short lived due to the rapid silting caused by the soil erosion
problem. Construction of the lake was postponed until better
farming practices were established.

In July 1946, a Soil Conservation District was formed and

a long range plan formulated. The Corps of Engineers then
recommended the lake be built with the dual purpose of flood
control and water conservation. In 1956, water delivery began,
serving 32,000 people living in 10-member cities. In 1978,
over 500,000 people received water from... Lake Lavon.

During the 1950s, the Soil Conservation Service helped
farmers heal and stabilize the soil with a system of terraces
and grassed waterways, and improved farming practices.
Farmers with names of Christie, Harrington, Robinson,
Haggard, Wells and others took the lead in applying
conservation practices, distinguishing this area for its
outstanding cooperation and progressive outlook. This
progressive outlook and leadership in conservation prevails
in Plano today.,

Downtown@Sundown

Mark your calendar Summer Nights events:
to join the fun at June 14
Downtown@Sundown: Taste of Downtown Plano
March 8 July 12
April 12 Mammoth Jack Fest
May 10 Kidspes

Village People

The City's Creative Arts Department definitely lives green. The Department
recycles in all three of its facilities and is moving to all digital grant applications,
as opposed to boxes of paper documents, Cross-promoted with the Live Green
Expo 2008, Plano Stages will present a blues concert April 12 at the Amphitheater
at Oak Point Park and Nature Preserve, featuring Bugs Henderson, Anson
Funderburg and others. One person who helps make all this happen is Jim Wear,
Creative Arts Manager.

As a child, Jim was interested in sports, literature and art. At the age of 13, when a
skull fracture knocked him out of contact sports, he began to devote more energy to
literature, art, theater and music. His world expanded tremendously. He earned his
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama at University of Texas Austin and Masters in the
same field at the University of Oklahoma.

Jim performed and taught around the country during the 1970s and 1980s.

Living in five different regions of the country, including California, Missouri,
lIowa, New York and Florida, he was exposed to many different personalities and
regional cultures. He performed and directed in regional theaters and co-hosted
radio/television programs. He moved back to this area in the mid 80s, serving

in positions as theater instructor in the Dallas Community Colleges, Assistani
Director of Development at Southern Methodist University, Operations Manager
at the Majestic Theatre in Dallas and Producing Director at Garland Civic Theatre,
In 1996 Jim accepted the position of Executive Director of the ArtCentre of Plano,
Four years later he was hired as Creative Arts Manager for the City of Plano, a
position for which his wide range of experience had prepared him,

In these past eight years, Jim has helped plan and now manages Courtyard Theater,
Cox Building Playhouse and Amphitheater at Oak Point Park. He also oversees
the Public Art and the Cultural Arts Grants Programs. Always modest, he points
out that it’s all possible only because he has a team of first-rate professionals actu-
ally running the programs. His accomplishments and position seem demanding and

stressful, yet Jim is relaxed and com-
posed. He thoroughly enjoys life and
loves his job. Jim is grateful for “the
opportunities | have had to be involved
with employing the arts as a tool for
building the community. The power of
the arts to serve as an engine of eco-
nomic revitalization, as a focal point for
drawing people out of their houses and
into each other’s company, is awesome.
What a privilege it is to serve the cause
of re-animation of the public square.

I get to work with the most creative
people, the people who have the great-
¢st passion for what they do.” In the 12
years he has been in Plano, the popula-
tion increased nearly 50 percent. Jim
has enjoyed the excitement of making
the arts a vital part of rejuvenating His-

toric Downtown Plano.

Jim’s volunteer involvements include North Texas Business for Culture and the
Arts, Southwest Theatre and Film Association, Texas Non-Profit Theatres, Inc., the
Volunteers in Plano program, and Boys and Girls Clubs of America. He also was
President of the Plano Downtown Merchants Association for two years and served
as a mentor at Mendenhall Elementary for three years. He is an instructor for
Leadership Plano, Plano Citizen’s Academy and Leadership Art.

Jim’s late father Harry, former Attorney and Court Reporter for Judge Jack Roberts
in Austin, was a great influence in his life, as is his wife of 34 years, Esmeralda.

He and Esmeralda live in an 80 year old cottage in Dallas’ Hollywood Heights
arca. He enjoys the neighborhood’s cultural diversity and quirkiness, and the
convenience of living near downtown Dallas, Jim has two brothers, one in Houston
and one in Austin.



Street Talk
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Did you know April is Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month? CITY
House will host three events:, a Candlelight Vigil and Concert on April 6 and
a Family Fun Day on April 19-- both in Haggard Park; and the Child Abuse
Prevention Conference and Luncheon on April 23 at Plano Centre.

Four G’s Sport Bar & Grill is now offering a §5.99 lunch menu. This
latest addition to the area’s night life also has live music on the weekends
and karaoke on Tuesdays.

Nature’s Finest Art has moved west to 1012 15th 8t. Owner Susie Steblein
enjoys the new location and the additional space. In the space next door,
the western-style Toast to Texas Int'l Wine Shoppe has opened, offering

a variety of wines from around the world in addition to Texas souvenirs

and gifis. Stop by and say hello to owner Tony Rulau. Accoutré has moved
across 15th Street to a space formerly occupied by Nature’s Finest Art. Visit
Sherri and Doris in their new digs. My Favorite Room has spread out and
filled the space formerly occupied by Accoutré.

The Plano Conservancy for Preservation will celebrate Preservation
Month in May, with the Annual Awards on May 6. The Interurban Railway
Museum has begun design of the front and electrical rooms, along with
renovation work on the railcar, including the door and new paint on the roof.

Georgia's Farmers Market will open for the season on March 1. Watch for
signs and specials, and pick up a bag of Texas Pure Compost.

Auto Fix It, a repair shop on Avenue [ for eight years, handles the work on
many of the vehicles in the area, including those of local business owners
and downtown workers.
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Shopping

The shops of Historic Downtown Plano promote a different sort of
recycling—so go shopping and support the cause!

Accoutré uses vintage furniture and
antiques to display its merchandise, and
the pieces are for sale. Additionally, the
shop sells metal-crafted art made from
reclaimed metal items, such as rakes,
shovels and rebar, and handcrafied by
owner Sherri Chapman’s father. Shown
here is their peacock yard piece.

This elegant triple-mirrored |
ladies’ dresser At Cobwebs '
Antiques and Consignments |
is made of walnut with burled |
door fronts. In mint-condition, ‘

the 1920s piece would be a
wonderful addition to any
bedroom décor.

Nanny Granny’s Antiques has
this beautiful medium tiger oak
mirrored buffet, from the late
1880s, standing 79 inches high
and 72 inches wide with two
drawers, three cabinets and a
heavy beveled mirror. The top
mirrored portion is detachable.

Buying antiques is a wonderful
way to recycle while preserving
history!

The City of Plano provides the Village News to members

of our community to keep citizens informed about the
activities in the heart of Historic Downtown Plano.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Plano, Texas 75074
Permit No. 837




	P 1
	P 2
	P 3
	P 4

