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	 November/December 2003 
11/1 -	 Plano Repertory Theatre 1
1/23 	 “Chicago”
	 Courtyard Theater 	 972-422-7460 

11/1 -	 City of Plano 
11/26 	 Katie Vermillion art exhibit 
	 Plano Municipal Center	 972-941-5201 

11/1- 	 City of Plano 
11/26	 Plano Art Association exhibit 
	 Plano Centre 	 972-941-5201 

11/1-	 ArtCentre of Plano 
11/28 	 Print works by 
	 Jurgen Strunck 	 972-423-7809 

11/11 	 Blue Candlelight Music Series 
	 Courtyard Theater 	 214-692-5789 

11/12- 	 Collin County Ballet Theatre 
11/13	 “Peter & the Wolf”
	 Courtyard Theatre 	 972-208-6604 

11/14-	 Chamberlain Ballet 
11/15 	 “Dance Fusion” 
	 CCCC 	 972-985-1374 

11/16-	 The Classics 
11/17	 “Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia 
	 in Very Eric Carle”
	 Eisemann Center 	 972-596-0055 

11/20 	 Plano Community Band 
	 “Indoor Concert Band”
	 Custer Road United Methodist 	

11/20- 	 Plano Symphony Orchestra 
11/23	 “South of the Border”
	 Courtyard Theater	 972-473-7262

11/22-	 City of Plano 
11/23 	 Christmas Crafts Fair 
	 Plano Centre 	 972-941-7275 

11/28- 	 Chamberlain Ballet 
11/30	 “The Nutcracker” 
	 Eisemann Center 	 972-985-1374 

11/28- 	 Plano Repertory Theatre 
12/21	 "Forever Plaid" 
	 Courtyard Theater 	 972-422-7460 

12/1 	 AIDS Services of North Texas 
	 “A gathering of Healing and Hope” 
	 Plano Centre 	 972-424-1480 

12/1- 	 City of Plano 
12/30	 Katie Vermillion art exhibit 
	 Plano Centre 	 972-941-5201 

12/2-	 ArtCentre of Plano 
1/10 	 Priscilla Hoback, ceramics 	972-423-7809 

12/5 	 City of Plano 
	 Dickens in Historic 
	 Downtown Plano 	 972-941-7275 

12/6 	 Men of Note Chorus 	
	 Holiday Show 
	 McKinney 	 972-606-7575 

12/7& 	 Kalinka Concert Series 
12/9	 “Romantic Journey” 
	 Courtyard Theater 	 214-696-8001 

12/12 	 Plano Chamber of Commerce 
	 Quarterly Membership Luncheon 
	 Plano Centre 	 972-424-7547 

12/21 	 Plano Symphony Orchestra 
	 “Holiday Pops: The Sounds 
	 of the Season”
	 St. Andrew United Methodist 	972-473-7262 

12/23 	 Dallas Asian American 
	 Youth Orchestra
	 Eisemann Center 	 972-398-1374

 As a supporter of the arts, she helped found the Plano Symphony Orchestra, and is still a season 
ticket holder. She sponsors the annual Collin County Young Artists Competition to encourage young 
musicians, and was recently given a medal in her honor. She also attends monthly book club meetings 
in a group she has belong to for over 30 years. 

A dedicated Republican Party leader, she did much to further the political party in Texas. For the 
past seven years, the Plano Star Courier has offered to host her birthday party. This past May, on her 
birthday, she received an honorary degree from CCCCD and was pronounced a “living Legend.” An 
endowment fund in her name will be used to pave the way for future leaders.

Her hobbies include reading, photography, collecting, traveling, cooking, sewing, scrap booking, 
entertaining and gardening. An important figure in Gladys‚ life was her mother, who loved to sing. 
The two women lived together in later age for “four of the best years we ever had,” said Gladys, 
“There never was anybody else like mama—she was always in good humor.” Her grandson-in-law 
once commented the pair “got more fun out of washing dishes together than going to a party.”

Gladys often sits in her favorite chair, and entertains visitors in the brick home she designed and 
had built in Downtown Plano. When showing photographs of her great-great-great-granddaughter, 
she brags, “Next to yours, she’s the smartest girl in town!” Boomer, the dog her family gave her “to 
encourage her to live longer,” pads around looking for treats. When asked, “what is the secret to a 
long and happy life?” she grins with a twinkle in her eye. “The secret to life,” she said, “is that I love, 
and am loved.”

Plano’s First Library

The idea was planted in Gladys Harrington	
by a preacher from McKinney. “Plano has 
everything they need, except a library,” he said. 
“Why don't you start one?” As president of the 
Federation of Church Women, she proposed they 
vote on the matter. The decision was unanimous. 

In 1955, the first library was located in a small 
office donated by the Lions Club near uptown. The 
club stipulated no holes be put in the wall, so 
carpenter Fred Maulsby offered to construct 
shelves “wedged so tight between the walls, they 
needed no nails to hold them.” To start the book 
collection, Gladys threw a party and asked guests 
to bring a dollar or a book; she received six or 
eight of each. Whenever a Plano citizen died, 
family’s would often suggest donating books in the 
name of the deceased to the library instead of 
sending flowers.

A portrait of Gladys 
Harrington in 1968

Eventually, the library moved into the old 
telephone building uptown, where it remained for 
two years. As the library grew, so did its list of 
patrons. Young boys would arrive before 9 a.m., 
and sit with their feet dangling from the wooden 
sidewalk that led to the entrance, waiting for the 
doors to open. Local businessmen noticed the 
activity, and thought, “maybe Plano does need a 
library!” More funds were appropriated. Gladys 
has since been told by many, “If it hadn't been for 
that little library, I would not have the education I 
have today!”

In 1968, after 13 years, the city decided to 
build the Gladys Harrington Public Library on 
18th street. To this day, the ceremonial golden 
shovel used to break ground for the first public 
library is displayed on Gladys’ living room wall.

Gladys Harrington has lived on this earth for over 102 years, 
but she defies the definition one may associate with the aged. 
Comedic, warm, sincere and charming, Gladys is devoted to 
friends, family, church and community. She exhibits a zest for life 
and has little time to complain—"Life’s too short for that."

She exercises daily, eats fresh okra, tomatoes and peas a friend 
grows in his garden, listens to the church sermon weekly, and 
enjoys daily correspondence from her 29-year-old great-great 
granddaughter who lives in New York. 

Plano would not be the same town without her. As a widow 
and mother of two boys, this tireless woman spent 13 years 
building Plano’s first library. A friend once asked why she kept 
trying after such a long, arduous struggle. “It’s like holding a tiger 
by the tail,” she explained, “It’s hard to hang on, but I can’t seem 
to let loose.”

The Library Lady

Gladys Harrington today at 102
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Espresso Yourself Coffee Shoppe is celebrating its 4th anniversary and 
has specials on coffee drinks! Eat fudge, and see the wide array of 
Christmas gift ideas and decorations. Soon, this store plans to expand 
upstairs to introduce even more food and gifts. 

Friends of the Plano Public Library is sponsoring the 8th Annual Festival 
of Trees Great Tree Giveaway. Drawing tickets are $1 each and sales begin 
November 14 at any Plano Library. Tickets will also be sold at the event 
held at the Interurban Railway Museum from 7-9 pm on Friday, December 
5. The drawing for the trees will be held that evening on the stage outside 
the museum at 8:30 pm.

“Chicago” is playing at the Courtyard Theater through November 23, 
then “Forever Plaid” plays until December 21. Make reservations to see 
great live theater. 

Spiff the house up this Christmas. Hire a professional decorator. “Just 
Gotta Have It,” Blue Goose or Ambience Décor all have interior 
designers willing to create magical wreaths, garlands and Christmas trees 
to adorn your home this holiday season.

New Store Openings: 
Barracuda’s, a new seafood restaurant on Avenue K specializes in fresh fish, oysters, shrimp, 
crab legs and seafood gumbo. The fish tacos, catfish basket and shrimp cocktail are among our 
favorites. Open for lunch and dinner. 

Attention bargain shoppers! “Just Gotta Have It” opened “Such A Deal,” a clearance store 
featuring items at 50 to 70 percent off. The new store is located next door to Random Accents. 

Kelly’s Eastside, a Texas-style restaurant and bar, is open for business soon. With murals on the 
wall, a fireplace and outdoor patio, this is a whole new dining experience for downtown. The 
menu offers chicken fried steak, mashed potatoes and barbeque.

Christmas List 

Mom 
Spa St. Claire gift certificate 
Rock soap from Master Suite 
Sweater from Sherwood Interiors 
Dad 
“Elves Themselves” Wine Elf from Nikki’s 
Firefighter mug from Espresso Yourself 
Coffee Shoppe 
Bag of coffee beans from Coffee Haus 
Sis 
Melting Ice ornament from Nikki’s 
Cool necklace from MRJ Jewlery 
CicciBella slippers from Random Accents 
Elvis lunch box from Espresso Yourself 
Coffee Shoppe 
Little Brother 
Candy Bouquet 
Brio train set from Nooks & Krannies 
Wind-up creature from Random Accents 
Grandma 
Nativity Scene from Holman’s Pottery 
Department 56 building from Blue Goose 
Homemade candy from Espresso Yourself 
Coffee Shoppe 
Tea pot from Simple Country Pleasures 
Grandpa 
Prometheus lighter from Cigar Brothers 
Gift certificate to Jorg’s Café Vienna 
Aunt Lida 
Texas Fruit basket from Georgia's 
Uncle Henry 
Framed art from Eastside Gallery 
Cousin Mildren 
Antique broach from Cobwebs Antiques 
Best friends  
Wine accessories from Nosejoy 
Tyler Candles from The Blue Goose 
Boyfriend 
Retro Pen set from Random Accents 
Swedish Boss at work 
Gift basket from Wooden Spoon 
Co-workers 
Christmas ornaments everywhere! 
S'mores, Radko, Fairies, Ice Cubes, Elves, 
Retro, miniature sweaters and shoes for 
the tree by Micheal Simon, and others!

Visit Espresso Yourself 
Coffee Shoppe



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Plano, Texas 75074

Permit No. 837

The City of Plano provides the Village News to members of our community
to keep citizens informed about the activities in the heart of Historic Plano.
The City of Plano provides the Village News to members of our community
to keep citizens informed about the activities in the heart of Historic Plano.

VILLAGE NEWS
November/December Issue

PUBLISHER
Dana Conklin

EDITOR
Deborah Dickson

CONTRIBUTORS
Lisette Briley
Pam Hatcher

Debbie Holman
Susan Lee

Mary Jo Montgomery
Jan Peacock

Dolly Thomas
Nikki Tuttle
Jim Wear

City of Plano
P.O. Box 860358 

75086-0358
972.941.7250

email: danac@plano.gov

CITY SCENECITY SCENE

Cox Building Renovation 
The City of Plano, Plano Independent School District, and local 
colleges/universities are beginning plans for renovation and 
adaptation of the Cox Building on Avenue H. Plan development
is proceeding with completion anticipated in fall of 2005. 

Avenue K Traffic Study 
The Avenue K traffic study next to the Plano Municipal Center will
be completed in early November. If you'd like to comment prior
to this time, please contact Lloyd Neal, Traffic Engineer at
972-941-7197. Outcome of the study will be shared with the
City Council who will determine the continuation of the program 
on a permanent basis sometime in December. 

Parking Lot Availability 
The parking lot on the southwest corner of Avenue K and
14th Street is a public lot. Parking by visitors and shoppers to
the downtown area is welcomed. No time restrictions apply to
this lot. 

A new parking lot is being completed along the DART rail line on 
the southwest corner of J Place and 14th Street. When opened 
this will be a public parking lot with no time restrictions.

Plano Christmas Parade
To participate in the Plano Christmas 
parade, entries must be submitted by 
Friday, November 7. To register, pick up 
a form at the Plano Chamber of 
Commerce or call 972-423-3345. The 
31st Annual Plano Christmas Parade is 
Saturday, December 6. Parade route 
begins at Williams High School and ends 
in the First Baptist Church parking lots. 

Festival of Trees 
 Friends of the Plano Public Library is 
sponsoring the 8th Annual Festival of 
Trees Great Tree Giveaway at the 
Interurban Museum the night of Dickens 
in Historic Downtown Plano. Purchase a 
ticket to win a tree for $1 at any library 
or at the event if purchased by 8:15 p.m.  

The City of Plano and the 
Downtown Merchants wish you 

a happy holiday season!
The downtown parade is December 6 at 9 a.m.




