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Views from the Heart of Historic

Plano

The mew year brings new opportunitics
for residents and visitors alike in Histonc
Dwmtown Plamo,

Cultural opporiunitees ane shundant. Texas
Manprolit Theatres, Ine. will bost the Chasd
Il AACTFest, & festival of one-act plays
and pssical, 3t the Cowrtyard Theatrs on
Febraary 2 and 3. Three of the competition

Bover Diramawerks 18 celebrating their first
anniversary at he Cox Building Playbouse. Rover
prodiaces lost of forgotien works of well-known
authors; revives excellent scripts that have saffered
fromm lack of exposure; and discovers unknown gems of
the slage. This years season beging m January with Steven
[Hetz's “Privare Eyer, " and will include four mainstage
shows & well as two children's productions. In addition, they
will enter “Twver Roomes ™ by Loe Blessing into the AMCTFest
competition, and prodece tee O Day Ondis in the Courtyand
Theatre. (e Deay Omlys are events dunng which playwnghts,
actors and directors join logether 1o wrile, produce and perforem an
original play in 24 hours.

Repemory Company Theatrs has also begun performing in
Hissoric Downibown Mlano, This nonprofit, professional thester
serves the Plano™orth Dallas arca, and presents Broadway
musicals, ¢lassac plays and special presentabons at the Courtyarnd
Theater and Cox Building Flayhouse. Upsoming prodisctions
inchade “Love Soags and Dedicarions ™ in Febnaary, “The Miracle
Worker ™ and = Broadway & Best /™ in April, = The Seerer Ganden ™
in June and “Dhame Fankees ™ in July.

The Classical Acting Company, the resident company of The
ArtCentre Theatre, 5 pleased to add 1o Plano’s nch artishe
radition. To secure am's fature place in our community, the
company includes stadenis as both artists and awdiences.

Their January performance is “Shkegpears & Kegper

Crher thester companics perfiorming in Historic Dowmbown
Plane are AmeriStage Players and Word of Mouth
Productions. Word of Mouth Productsons will present * Wail
Chreder Bricdes ™ in Febraary at the Cox Building Playhouse.

There are performanae opparfuibies
nearly every weekend, as well as an
displays. Sec the “Village News™
calendar for o complete list, Make o day
of it=-3ce a show, eat af one of the fine
ared reslanranis and do some shopmng.

Interushan Ralway Museum's new
cxpansion will soon ke complete. The
exierior work will b fimished at year's
-:ud Thl.- staflis I:H.lq' ph.rmm,]: the
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Avenue H. The exterior

wis fmished in Jume, Interior work
i% now underway. Volumieer Facilitator Jerry Kolesiak is supervising
all phases. Pror 10 completon, events will be beld in Fanisary and
Febnaary in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Black History
Moath. T.J. Jolinson chairs the muscum's Board of Directors. The
Executive Director is Louise Davis

Historic Dvowmntown Plano will soon be linked to the DART Trensit
Village Velowebh. The primary goal of these new public hike and bake
roales 1 ko encourage non-podlotmg modes of ransportalion amoag
comeanities and cities served by DART. Of course, recreational

use i also welcomse. The traill will follow DART right-of-way from
the Bush Tumpike Station, will veer throwugh the eastern edge of the
Douglass Commumity, will proceed through Haggard Park, and then
will join the DART right-of-way antil its end a few blocks north of
thi: Parker Foad Station.

Plane Housing Aulthonty will zoon have a new admumstrabive oflsee
and raining facility at the comer of Avenae G and 18> Street. The

B A00-square-fieet facility will be complete in mid-lanuary, and has
been approved by the Heritage Commission, Design services were
donated by architect Frank Pollacia, owner of Architettura, Inc. Rich
Beardmare, a partner in Labmer Sommers and Assoceales, doasted
mechanleal and elecirical enginsering services.

Mew opporturities For homse ownership in Historic Downtown
Plane will soon be available a1 Lexington Pask at Rice Field. This
new townbome developmient on Avenue G north of 16* Strect will
have elements hononing the history of Rice Field, wpon which it

i5 being bualt,



Chuarches often serve as the comerstone of the comaumity. Having
begun in 1884 wath just 2 handful of faithful believers, the Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church is founded in rich history. Though the church
has a congregation spanning more than 120 years, 11 has only had 11
pastors. The current pastor, Pastor [siah Joshua, I, is in his 1 2th year.
The church bult a new sanctuary 1n 2001 on 14 Street. In 1999 with
the groundbreaking for the new structare, the church had 700 membsers.
The combanation of the new Eacality, innovative leaching, culling-cdge
technelogy and a powerful pastor have ihe church now boasts 2,200
members, [15 old sanctuary has become a youth church wath s own
youth minister for ages eight and older. In planming for its comtinued
growih, the church 15 purchasing available surrounding property with
the hope of building & malti-life center in the futare. Shiloh Missionany

Baptist Church strives to meet
all the spiritual meeds of its
community through a vanety

of ministries.

Its mast popular ministry is
masic, Roy Smith is the Mmaster
off Music, under the direction of
Deacon Inice Jones, The church
has five main choirs with a iotal
membership of nearly 300, This
includes the main choir with 135
members, a youth choar, a men’s
chorus, 8 women's chonus and a
childrens chowr. The chodr has
been growing at the rapid pace
of 30 percent each year since the new sanctuary was built, Three new
ministries kave been developed by Roy Smith — The Fofees of Jochug,
which performs at special events; Chapter 7, a contemporany-siyle
group of seven men; and The Shifolk Alres, a men's quartet.

The choir performed recently at Dickens in Downtown Plano, Their
magniflcent voices could be beand throughout the arca. They paricipate
in the Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration af Douglass Community
Center and at the Kwanzsa Gospel Fest at Fair Park in Dallas. They
have performed in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkanzas amd Califomia, This
year, the choir will be raveling 1o Mew York or Florida for their musical
tour. Most importanily, they can be heard each weekend duning services,

The Plano City Council appoinied Jastin P, Nichols as chair of the
Heritage Commission, He ook office in November. The Hertage
Commission is charged with reviewing and approving constnaction,
alteration and demolition plans 1w propenies existing in historc
districts. The Heritage Commission alse makes recommendations to

the City Council regarding the distribution of fands o area preservation
n:lrglniza.ﬁums and administers a tax abatermnent program for business and
homeawners in histore |:|u.1|.-|.|.1r|.g:1

Seribbles and Dribbles opened on 14* Street, mext to Central Vision,

in Movember. Owmner Debby Frey offers creativie expression classes for
preschoolers. Having tanght preschool fior 12 years, she loves working
wilh children. Three regular six-week classes are available: “Mimi-
Mlasters™ for fubare artists, *Story Bugs™ for creative writers and “Ato 2
Theatre™ for aspining actors. In addition, Debby has a drop-in program
called “Creative Play Time™ from 1 1:45 aom. to 1:45 pam. Mo reservation
1% requingd For this two-hour class, Drop off your child and spend time
shopping or having lunch in the Historic Dosmitown Plano arca.

Across the street, Two Brothers Cigars oiTers tzstmngs and rollmgs
every Friday night, and has entertaimment regularly.

You'll find the same great Zoe's Closet styles at the same locahon under
a new name, Dellas's Unique Boatigoe. Mew sole owner LaDella Stone
15 excited about her store’s new name and new spnng lme, Sop n and
check out the special sales,

The Morth Soath Caf¥ is open on Avenue K, just north of 14® Street,
from 11 a.m b 7 pome, Monday through Saturday. The meng mcludes
hot and cold hoagies from the norh and a selection of Mexican favorites
from the south. Alse availlable are wvegstanan items; tlapia served three
wiys; and a selection of salads and combo meals. Owner Roy Rocha
livies 1 l.r.wuwl]r,: with has '.I.I:ﬁ,'. "r'alml,. aru].1l1r,:|rr 3T dnup,Mm

Dr. Don Loefer, DuC. haiupmcd his ch:mpm:nc office in the
ArtCentre. He focuses on creating and maintaining wellness miher than
merely fghting symptoms. He has been in business for 28 years, 10 of
them in Plano, Cnginally from Wisconsin, he now lives in Murphy with
his wife of 31 y-:arg Tran:y

Develop your sl:r-r.'nmh and l:w:lmg tﬂ:hmqm: indloors dunng the winter
months at Plane Cyeling & Fitness on 18 Street. Ten-weekly classes
are oflered from January to March, Participants nide their own bike

on & magnetic irainer, maintaining
comfort while me'idinp;n full mnge
of resistance -:-pm:ms

Babics, Bottoms and More upcn-nd
on 15* Sireet in Movember. Owner
[riana Alatalo is assisted af the shop
by hier mother, Kanen, The store
specinlizes in exsy-to-use Kushies
brand cloth diapers. They also carry
toys, cnbs, bassinets and carmiages.




Happenings

January/February 2007

1/4-14  Exhibit by artist Pamela Rabin 972-941-5215
Courtyard Theater Lobby

1/5-2/3  World Lens Photography Exhibit 972-423-7809
ArtCentre of Plano

117 & 1/21 PSO Kids Corner 972-473-7262
Plano Symphony Orchestra
Courtyard Theater

112 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance 972-424-9278,
Plano Senior Center

1/18-28  “Shakespeare’s Keeper” 1-866-811-4111
Classical Acting Company, ArtCentre Theatre

1/18-2/10 “Private Eyes,” a play by Steven Dietz 972-849-0358,
Rover Dramawerks
Cox Building Playhouse

1/19-20  Ballet Festival 972-969-0017
Plano Metropolitan Ballet, Courtyard Theater

1/23-3/01 Collin County Community College
Photography Class Exhibit 972-941-5215
Plano Municipal Center

2/2-3 One Act Play Festival 972-941-5600
Texas Nonprofit Theatres, Courtyard Theater

2[7-3/6  Master of Fine Arts Exhibit 972-423-7809
Corey Kent Johnson, artist, ArtCentre of Plano

2114 Plano Civic Chorus 972-773-7911
Performance & Fundraiser, Courtyard Theater

2/16-25  "Mail Order Brides” 214-734-7326
Word of Mouth Productions, Cox Building Playhouse

2/19-3/31 Trash to Treasure 972-941-5215

Plano Art Association, Courtyard Theater

Valentine’s Day
Performance

This Valentine’s Day enjoy an evening of

romance and fun at the Courtyard Theater. On
February 14 at 7 p.m., the Plano Civic Chorus
will perform a concert featuring the love songs
of George Gershwin, Cole Porter and many
others. The chorus will be directed by Ralph
Frederick Stannard and accompanied by Jon
Schweikhard on piano, and a jazz ensemble.
Ticket price includes champagne and dessert.
A silent auction will feature a wide variety

of items. All proceeds from the evening will
benefit the chorus. Plano Civic Chorus’ 34th
season is funded in part by the City of Plano.

Historic Views

Just as Historic Downtown Plano is now in the midst of revitalization and renovation,
our ancestors in the late 1800s also saw the potential of the area. The small community,
first settled in the mid-1800s, became a truly vibrant community when the railroad built
a depot here in 1872. Major fires were a problem in those early days, occurring in 1881,
1893, 1894 and 1897. Between the arrival of the first settlers in the mid-1800s and the
first fire, these businesses were documented among Plano’s business community.

There were two cotton gins downtown. The first was located on the current First
Christian Church property and was owned by John Moreman, Olney Davis, George
Bowman and T.J. Jasper. The second, powered by steam, was owned by John Lovelace
and located where the Plano Municipal Center is today.

Many others were active in businesses and professions during this time. East of the
Schell building was the post office, with Chester E. Dewey as postmaster. Just east of
the post office was the office of Doctors Henry Dye and A.L. Jones. Moving east along
the north side of present-day 15" Street, next to their office was C.U. Yancey’s boot and
shoe business, followed by merchants Gilpin and Graham. J. H. Reedy’s store was next
and John Alexander’s grocery store was east of Reedy’s shop. East of Alexander’s was
James M. Wilcox’s storehouse.

On the south side of 15" Street, at the corner of Avenue K was Frederick Schimelpfenig’s
dry goods store and next to it Dr. Jesse P. Coffey’s drug store and office. To the

west was Peter Wetsel’s furniture store, followed by Asa Y. Lewis’ tin shop. Further
west was W.H. Chaddick’s and D.O. Williams’ grocery and dry goods store, Daniel
McCullough’s Livery, Blalack’s Restaurant, and the Baker and Harris Drug Store.
Facing west and fronting on the “jockey lot” was the Moore House, a hotel owned and
operated by Ulysses and Julia Moore. Next door James L. Florence and George Cassell
had a carpentry and building shop. Other businesses included Sam Chamberlain, a
wagon maker; August Lamm, the public weigher; James P. Farrell, a hardware store
owner; Fred Netzer, a barber; Michael M. Fagan, a boot and shoemaker; Luke Parmer
and James M. Skelton, billiard halls and saloons owners; Homer L. Murry, a grocer and
saloon owner; J.C. O’Neil, a grocer; and William L. Meroney, a physician.

North of 15" Street on Avenue K was Andrew Wetsel, a furniture maker and
undertaker; and south of him was Charles Lamm’s store. On the corner was a saloon,
owned by Oscar Schevenell and W.C. Chaddick. Across the street were Blalack’s livery
stable and H. C. Overaker’s general store and exchange office. Kendrick, Aston and
Honaker had a general store on the northeast corner of Avenue K and 15% Street. Across
15" Street was Benjamin Ward’s restaurant and J. O. Flack’s store. Next to his store
was the J.M. Skelton and Company Saloon with Andy Klepper’s blacksmith’s shop.

In the 1870s, two churches moved into the downtown area from Spring Creek.
The 1.0.0O.F. Lodge and the Masonic Lodge were growing rapidly. As a result, the
downtown area of Plano became not only the focus for business but also for the
spiritual and social life of the community.

Information found in “Plano, Texas: The Early Years,” copyright 1985. Photo
courtesy of the “Frances G Wells Collection” at the Gladys Harrington Library.



Shopping

Douglass
L.

City Scene

Valentine"s Day 15 a favorile
hieliday fior the Coles st
Candy Bonguet and Caillts,
In additien to offering Sweet
Shop chocolates amd the

bargest s:lm:l;i':-:/ﬂ .
around, they w uldiﬁiln-

make a beautifil basket for
your sweelheart), -"";

&

The camouflage look is in at
Jewels and Jeans, where you'll
find a great selection of pants,
skirts and tops. The panis have
an added wouch of bling, with
rhmestones on the pockets and
satin belis. Anything in ihe stone
can be customised with beads,
rhinestones and jewels.
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Community

Douglass Community Center will be buasy
i January and February, wath the Dr,
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration and
Black History Month.

This year"s MLE celebration begins
Saturday moming Iamuary 13 witha
parade in Historic Dowmiown Plano. Afler
the parnde, a program and Health Foar
will be held at Mano Municipal Cenber.
At noon, lunch will be served at the
Douglass Community Center. All events
are free and cpen 1o the public, For more
information, go o wwelplanomik ong.

Om Febroary 14, the DOC Girl Talk
group will host a Valentine party for the
Douglass Community sendor citizens,

On Saturday, February 24, Douglass
Commumnity Cemter will kave a program
from | poe to 3: 30 pum., |:n:'||:hr.|li:1;
Black History with a variety of
entertamment including contests and
refreshments. Winning essays will be read
dunng the program, The essay conlest

is open 1o all youth and the deadline for
submission s February 12, Durning the
wiek, there will be an conbests sponsoned
by the schools and judged at the center,

Entering Historic Diowntowsn Planoe will
aoon be a slightly different experience.
Improvements to |5 street from Avenoe
G through Avenue [ will begin this
winter. The city has received o winning
bad thaa, following approval from
TxDOT and the final awarding by City
Council, will see construction staring
arcund early Febrnuany. The project will
rebuild the four ralfic lanes; lay a new
road surface resalting in a smoother
ride; and install undergroand utility,
which will eliminate the poles along
15% Street. New landscaping and 10-
foot birick sidewalks will complete the
project, During the estimated 10 months
of construction, one lane of traffic will
always remam open, While the project
will require patience, it will create a
safer drving experience and a more up-
to-date beok for downiown.

The modifications to 16* Street ang
close to completion. Parallel parking
installstion and additional infrastrusctare
improvements o the 16™ Sireet and
Aovenue L area wall be completed this
winter, with landscaping and final
1ouches being mstalled by Marche
The improvements will reduce spead
andl increase pedestnan satety & new
townhome consiruciion continwes at
Rice Faeld,

y of Plano provides the Village News to members of our community to keep
citizens informed about the activities in the heart of Historic Downtown Plano.
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