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1. What is the Tom Muehlenbeck Center? 

The Tom Muehlenbeck Center will be the City of Plano’s next community recreation 
center. 
 

2. Where will the center be located? 
The center will be located in Windhaven Park on Parker Road near Renner Middle 
School. 
 

3. How large is the site? 
The site is 27.34 acres with 11 acres designated as the neighborhood park. The 
balance is available for the recreation center. 
 

4. Where on the site will the center be located? 
The center will be located in approximately the middle of the undeveloped site, 
leaving open space to the north and south. The existing neighborhood park facilities 
will remain in place.    
 

5. What happens to the trees and creek? 
The City will preserve as many of the existing trees as possible. Some trees will be 
removed; however, the site will receive extensive landscaping that will more than 
make up for any trees that are lost. The creek will remain and is incorporated into 
the design of the site. 
 

6. What site improvements are planned? 
Site improvements will include landscaping, irrigation, trails, picnic areas, and other 
appropriate amenities. 
 

7. How large will the center be? 
The center will be 83,845 square feet, which is similar in size to Oak Point Center. 
For comparison purposes, Renner Middle School is 135,440 square feet. 
 

8. How much will the center cost and where is the money coming from? 
The project budget is $23 million. City of Plano bond funds are being used for the 
construction. 
 

9. Who are the architects? 
An outstanding architectural team is working on the project. Each firm is experienced 
with projects of this type and size. The architects are Brinkley Sargent Architects 
from Dallas and Moody Nolan, Inc. from Columbus, Ohio. Also on the team are the 
swimming pool consulting firm of Counsilman/Hunsaker & Associates and the 
landscape architectural firm of MESA Design Group. 
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10. What will be in the center? 
Based on input received at a series of community meetings, the center will have the 
following spaces as approved by the Parks and Recreation Planning Board and the 
Plano City Council. 
• Community lobby with lounge, wireless Internet, television, and food service 
• Multi-purpose room that can be divided into smaller rooms providing flexible 

spaces for meetings, classes, table tennis, parties, and other activities 
• Community conference room 
• Game room 
• Arts and crafts classroom 
• Pre-school activity room 
• Adult and youth fitness area with cardiovascular exercise equipment, circuit 

training, and weight equipment 
• Indoor walking and jogging track 
• Group exercise and dance studio 
• Double gymnasium 
• 25 yard, 8 lane indoor swimming pool with on-deck seating for up to 300 using 

moveable bleachers 
• Indoor warm water leisure pool with slide, sprays, current channel, and other 

features 
• Outdoor leisure pool 
• Aquatic classroom for meetings, classes, and parties 
 

11. How many parking spaces will be provided? 
There will be 300 parking spaces, which is adequate to accommodate the size and 
uses of the facility. 
 

12. How will access to the parking lot be handled? 
All access to and from the parking lot will be from Parker Road. 
 

13. What is the impact on traffic in the area? 
The City hired an experienced traffic engineering firm to study the impact of the 
recreation center traffic on the area. Based on attendance information and on traffic 
counts performed at Carpenter Park Recreation Center and Oak Point Center, the 
new center will not have a significant impact on the traffic volume or traffic flow on 
Parker Road. Peak use at the center will also be at different times of the day than 
peak traffic at the adjacent schools. 
 

14. Will traffic flow and parking be coordinated with the schools? 
Yes, traffic flow and parking is being coordinated with the schools. The traffic study 
for the site includes a thorough review of existing traffic patterns at all three schools. 
The traffic engineers have interviewed school staff during the course of the study in 
order to fully understand the existing traffic patterns at the site. 
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15. What type of pedestrian access will the center have? 
Sidewalk and trail access to the center will be an important part of the design in 
order for nearby residents to walk or bike to the center. The site will also have an 
interior trail system for recreational uses. 

 
16. What type of lighting will the facility have? 

All site and facility lighting will comply with the City’s lighting ordinance. Lighting will 
be designed to be aesthetically pleasing and meet safety and security standards, 
while at the same time being considerate of any impact on adjacent residents.  
 

17. What will be the hours of operation of the center? 
The operating hours will be similar to other recreation centers, which are typically 
early morning until late evening, seven days per week. 

 
18. How much will it cost to use the center? 

The membership and daily admission fees will be the same as other City of Plano 
recreation centers. The annual membership allows use of any the recreation 
centers. 
 

19. What types of programs will be offered? 
Community input will help determine the type of programs that will be available. In a 
typical recreation center, activities are family-oriented and are provided for all ages, 
from toddlers to senior adults. These activities may include fitness classes, 
educational programs, hobbies, and aquatics programs. In addition, an important 
element of the center will be the opportunity for casual uses, including court games, 
socializing, swimming, and other drop-in activities. 
 

20. How can I keep informed about the center’s progress? 
A Web page has been established that provides information about the center. The 
page can be accessed from the Parks and Recreation Department’s Web site at 
www.planoparks.org. Also, information can be obtained by calling the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 972-941-7250. 
 

21. When will construction start? 
Construction will begin in April 2006. A groundbreaking is planned for March 31, 
2006. 
 

22. When will the center open? 
The center will open in the summer of 2007. 
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