
Martha Chalhoub: Greening Every Path She Walks 

Martha, her mother Marta, and her daughter Maya have been volunteering with Live Green in Plano for several 
years.  Martha and Maya spoke to city officials in May of this year at the dedication of the Environmental Education 
Center (EEC).  You’ll find Maya’s poem about what the EEC means to her at the end of these remarks. 

My 10 year old daughter Maya, here with me today, brought to my attention that I enjoy volunteering when she 
said: “Mom, you just love to volunteer, don’t you?”  “Why do you say that?” I asked.  She replied, “Because you 
are always volunteering.”  And she is right.  Whether it is as a Girl Scout Leader, PTA Environmental Chair, Collin 
College Advisor for the Collin Association for Sustainable Efforts (CASE), or a Live Green volunteer, I love to 
volunteer my time to learn, educate, and live sustainably. 

I firmly believe that the best way to educate our citizenry in sustainability is through our children.   I will repeat 
that: The best way to educate our citizenry in sustainability is through our children. 

My environmental journey in Plano began in 1997.  That is when I met the Keep Plano Beautiful team who 
supported me with Bethany Elementary’s Environmental Club.  I became a Master Composter in 1998 under 
Heather Merchant and enjoyed working in these same grounds teaching children about composting.  There were 
talks back then of an environmental education building someday… perhaps in the future… a beautiful dream. 

Fifteen year later, I have become a Live Green in Plano volunteer and have had the pleasure of working with the 
current Live Green in Plano team experiencing the dream come true.   Like building the mosaic around the rain 
cistern, the dream comes together piece by piece:  moving plants and compost piles, endless construction, native 
landscape taking shape, multiple trainings and celebrations.  As a citizen, I have already attended numerous talks 
and demonstrations that have enriched my life in this building.   I have had several Girl Scout groups march 
through this building to participate in sustainable activities with Kim Soto, Deb Bliss, and Autumn Dillon.  These 
girls have learned and experimented with energy conservation, proper recycling and zero-waste, vermi-
composting, green architecture, and water conservation to name a few.  I have also been blessed working 
alongside Erin Hoffer assisting her with her Kids in the Garden series for the past four seasons.  Children see the 
sense in living sustainably, they care for their environment, and they are ready for action!  Here, in this building, 
they watch us “walk the talk” and are excited to participate in making this earth a better place for all. 

This poem by Maya Chalhoub attempts to convey what this building has meant to us. 

Orange 

Smart 

Beautiful 

Green 

 

I learn 

I touch 

I do 

I live light 

 

Squishy worms 

Stinky Bokashi  



Pests and friendly bugs 

Leaves, flowers, roots, seeds, stems, and fruits 

 

Rain water flow 

Sun, air, and wind caress 

Native plants take hold 

 

I feel happy 

I feel safe 

I feel empowered 

Things make sense 

 

A haven 

A cool place 

A dream come true 


