Beekeeping in Celina

By Kathy Stanford

As of April 28, 2012, | am a beekeeper! We have two hives. Within the next week, | will be harvesting
and extracting the honey from at least one super, a large wooden box that holds frames for honey comb. I’ll be
taking the frames to a honey house and using the extractor to remove the honey from the comb. The frames then
go back into the hive for the bees to clean. On each hive | have one deep brood box and two shallow supers. The
brood box and each super have nine frames in them. The bees excrete wax and build the comb on the foundation,
which is held in the frames. The queen lays eggs (her sole purpose) and the brood is raised by worker bees in the
brood box. The extra honey, the honey to be harvested, is stored in the supers. | use a queen excluder to keep
the queen from going into the supers and laying eggs there. Though | have shallow supers, the fullest one ways
approximately already weighs fifty pounds right now!

Worker bees gather nectar and make honey from flowers . They also collect pollens to store, eat and
feed to the larvae. They collect propolis from trees and plants and coat the walls and cracks inside the hive. The
inside of the hive is sterile. Bees are fascinating creatures and you can find lots more information online. Keeping
them is rewarding and an opportunity to learn.

Beekeeping takes some dedication and work but the bees do most of the work. Some of your main
responsibilities are making sure they are healthy, watching for signs that they might swarm, feeding them and
checking for parasites like Varroa Mites. If you are interested in beekeeping, look for local beekeeping
associations and go to their meetings. | am a member of the Collin County Hobby Beekeepers Association (CCHBA)
http://cchba.org/. We meet the second Monday of the month, in McKinney, Texas. Members range from
hobbyists, like me, to professionals, who ship their bees to pollinate crops. Check city ordinances. Look into
taking a class. You can even purchase your bees and equipment through some classes! | took classes in Josephine,
TX at the Sabine Creek Honey Farm. My husband, Bob, and | drove our bees home, from Josephine to Celina, on
April 28, fully suited. The brood box entrances were blocked with screen; the boxes wrapped in sheets. Only three
bees got out in the car and they didn’t bother us, though we got some funny looks from other drivers! | am looking
forward to my first honey harvest.
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