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5.8 FILTER FABRIC DROP INLET PROTECTION 
 
 1.  DESCRIPTION - A temporary filter fabric barrier surrounding a storm drain drop 
inlet. 
 
 2.  PURPOSE - To filter sediment from storm runoff before it enters into the storm drain 
system. 
 
 3.  APPLICATIONS - Where storm drain drop inlets are to be used prior to final 
stabilization of the area draining to the structure.  This method of inlet protection is effective for 
small drainage areas with flat slopes and sheet flow type runoff.  This method can be used in 
conjunction with the excavated drop inlet protection or block and gravel inlet protection to 
provide more effective sediment control. 
 
 4.  LIMITATIONS - This method should not be used alone at inlets that receive 
concentrated channel or gutter flow.  This method is not applicable for use around existing inlets 
in a paved area. 
 
 5.  DESIGN CRITERIA - 

A. Drainage Area - 1.0 acre or less. 
B. Maximum Post Spacing - 4 feet. 
C. Maximum Fence Height - 1.5 feet. 

 
 6.   MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS - 

A. Filter Fabric - NCTCOG Specification 2.23.4. 
B. Hog Wire - NCTCOG Specification 2.8.2.(b)(1), (If used). 
C. Fence Posts - NCTCOG Specification 2.8.2.(b) for wood or steel. 

 
 7.  MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS - Filter fabric drop inlet protection should be 
inspected weekly and after major rain events to ensure that the device is functioning properly.  
Remove sediment from around filter fabric when the depth of sediment has built up to one-third 
the height of the fence above grade.  Inspect the trenched in base of fence to ensure that no gaps 
have developed and re-trench as necessary.  Inspect fence posts to ensure that they are properly 
supporting the filter fabric.  Straighten and reset posts if necessary.  If filter fabric is ripped, 
damaged or deteriorated, replace it in accordance with the original specifications and details. 
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