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4.2 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL EROSION CONTROL PLANS 
 
For single-family residential buildings the erosion control devices for the control of sediment 
shall be shown on the plot plan which is submitted to obtain the individual building permit for a 
lot.   

 
On most residential building lots in the City of Plano the erosion control devices required will be 
minimal.  A standard lot will require a 20’ temporary stone construction entrance/exits; erosion 
control matting, silt fence or diversion ditches to control off-site sediment; and possibly a small 
stone overflow or outlet structure where concentrated flow leaves the property.  The largest 
erosion control problem that is foreseen for these lots is the maintenance and upkeep of these 
devices during the construction period.  Upkeep includes making sure that the homebuilder’s 
employees and sub-contractors do not destroy or disturb the devices, thus rendering them useless.   
 
The implementation of these erosion control requirements will mean some minor changes in the 
way that a contractor conducts his/her operations on a building lot, but the proper use of the 
BMPs in this manual also will provide benefits.  Some benefits of controlling sediment runoff 
from a lot include: 
 

• Preventing the loss of valuable fill material and/or topsoil. 
• Preventing additional man-hours spent cleaning up off-site sediment damage. 
• Minimizing damage claims from downstream neighbors. 
• Emphasizing “good neighbor relations” with your client and the neighborhood. 
• Not delaying your project with stop work orders and re-permit fees. 
• Keeps your company legal, since erosion control is the law! 

 
The City of Plano Erosion Control Ordinance also makes the Contractor responsible for erosion 
control and stabilization of off-site areas disturbed as a result of the home building operation.  
This includes adjacent lots used for material storage and/or staging during the construction. 
 
To complete a single-family residential erosion control plan for a typical lot in the City of Plano, 
the following information should be added to an already completed plot plan: 

• Show location of the high point for side lot drainage. 
• Show the direction of drainage flow in the street(s) and alley(s). 
• Show locations of 20’ temporary gravel construction exits/entrances. 
• Show locations of other erosion control devices or methods necessary to control off-

site sedimentation (See details in Chapter 5). 
The following two pages show example single-family residential erosion control plans.  It should 
be noted that different BMPs can be used depending upon the site orientation and topography 
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