
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

PLANO CITY COUNCIL
 
PRELIMINARY OPEN MEETING 


September 28, 2009 


COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Phil Dyer, Mayor 
Harry LaRosiliere, Mayor Pro Tem 
Lee Dunlap, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
Pat Miner 
Ben Harris 
Mabrie Jackson 
Lissa Smith 
Jean Callison 

STAFF 
Thomas H. Muehlenbeck, City Manager 
Frank Turner, Deputy City Manager 
Bruce Glasscock, Deputy City Manager 
Rod Hogan, Deputy City Manager 
Mark Israelson, Assistant City Manager 
LaShon Ross, Assistant City Manager 
Diane C. Wetherbee, City Attorney 
Diane Zucco, City Secretary 

Mayor Dyer called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m., Monday, September 28, 2009, in 
Training Room A of the Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  All Council Members were present. 
Council Member Callison arrived at 5:12 p.m.  Mayor Dyer then stated that the Council would 
retire into Executive Session in compliance with Chapter 551, Government Code, Vernon’s Texas 
Codes, Annotated, in order to consult with an attorney and receive Legal Advice/Litigation, Section 
551.071; discuss Security, Section 551.076; Personnel, Section 551.074; and Economic 
Development, Section 551.087 for which a certified agenda will be kept in the office of the City 
Secretary for a period of two years as required. 

Mayor Dyer reconvened the meeting back into the Preliminary Open Meeting at 6:08 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers where the following matters were discussed: 

Consideration and Action Resulting From Executive Session:  Appointments 

Board of Adjustment 

Upon a motion made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap and seconded by Council Member 
Miner, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Steven D. Patten for a two-year term and reappoint                 
Randy Hart as Chair. 

Building Standards Commission 

Upon a motion made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap and seconded by Council Member 
Harris, the Council voted 8-0 to move Gary Johnston and Mo Khoshkar to regular positions, appoint 
Kevan I. Benkowitz, Mark Greer and Cindy Nye as alternates for two-year terms and to appoint 
Richard W. Prusha as Chair.   
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Heritage Commission 

Upon a motion made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap and seconded by Council Member 
Jackson, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Edward L. Coyle and Brian E. Mosby to two-year terms 
and to reappoint Brian Chaput as Chair. 

Planning and Zoning Commission 

The Council deferred appointments. 

Arts of Collin County Quarterly Report 

Executive Director Mike Simpson advised that the City of Allen is constructing access from 
Ridgeview Drive to the site and that Sinecola will be constructing a round-about off of S.H. 121. 
He spoke to donation of a piece for the Sculpture Garden, expansion of the donor’s program, media 
coverage and upcoming events.  Mr. Simpson advised regarding creation of a “pocket” brochure, 
virtual tour in October, recent donations and the current level of more than 80%, and an on-site 
concert in Spring 2010. He spoke to fund-raising efforts and the current window of opportunity 
which could result in lower construction costs especially for steel and concrete.  Mr. Simpson stated 
his goals to formally bid the project by year’s end, establish the guaranteed maximum price and 
award the contract by January/February 2010. 

DART  Report  

DART Board of Directors Member Loretta Ellerbe spoke to platform modifications and the 
possible service impact.  She stated concern regarding a reduction in rail cars (from three per train 
to two) on the Red Line once inserts are installed on cars and DART’s response that frequency will 
be provided to meet load standards.  Ms. Ellerbe spoke to congestion at the Pearl Station with the 
addition of the Green Line, requesting DART move up construction of the Northwest Park and 
Ride, and proposals for parking fees. She spoke to 59% of vehicles at the Parker Station coming 
from outside of the system.   

Mobility Report 

Transportation Engineering Manager Neal spoke to enforcement of parking restrictions at 
the Parker Road Station, the increase in speed limits posted on tollways immediately surrounding 
Plano, plans to open S.H. 121 from Hillcrest Road to Hardin Boulevard on October 1, 2009 and east 
to U.S. 75 in January 2011. 

Comprehensive Monthly Financial Report 

Director of Finance Tacke spoke regarding the August 2009 Report indicating lower 
General Fund, Water/Sewer, Civic Center and Sustainability revenue percentages as compared to 
last year with actual figures for the General Fund slightly higher based on an increase in ad valorum 
taxes. She spoke to the percentage of General Fund expenses being lower than last year and to the 
impact of personnel costs.   
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City Manager Muehlenbeck spoke regarding funds set aside for retiree benefits.  Ms. Tacke 
spoke to the increase in unemployment rates and participation in the economic development 
incentive program which brings jobs to the City, decline in hotel/motel taxes and diversification of 
the City’s portfolio. Mr. Muehlenbeck responded to Council Member Jackson, advising that an 
adjustment in anticipated sales tax revenue will be reviewed in several months.   

VI. Personnel Appointments 

Community Relations Commission 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Harris,    
the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Philip F. Pollacia and Alfonso Valente to two-year terms and to 
appoint Richard Grady as Chair.   

Cultural Affairs Commission 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Smith and seconded by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
Dunlap, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint James Banks to a two-year term and appoint Andrea Stroh 
as Chair. 

Library Advisory Board 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Harris and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
LaRosiliere, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Gary Graham to a two-year term and reappoint Debra 
Conway Benton as Chair.   

Parks and Recreation Planning Board 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Miner and seconded by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
Dunlap, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Beth S. Webb to a two-year term and to reappoint Bill 
Neukranz as Chair.   

Plano Housing Authority 

The Council deferred appointments. 

Public Arts Committee 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Callison, 
the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Maury Hal Marcus and Denver Joseph Tracy to two-year terms 
and to reappoint Robert B. Drotman as Chair.   

Self Sufficiency Committee 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Smith, 
the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Peter J. Calabrese and Pat Hartman to two-year terms and to 
appoint Cathie Stanford Alexander as Chair.   
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Senior Citizens Advisory Board 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Harris and seconded by Council Member 
Callison, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Barbara Jane Sackett, Kandi Sigona and Ronald L. 
Sunshine to two-year terms and further to defer appointment of Chair. 

Tax Increment Financing Reinvestment Zone No. 2 Board 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Miner and seconded by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
Dunlap, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Brett Little, Nathan Phillip Nash, and Alan Michael Then 
to two-year terms.   

Council items for discussion/action on future agendas 

No items were recommended.  

Consent and Regular Agenda 

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap requested Consent Agenda Item “B,” Bid No. 2009-177-B 
for Intersection Improvements and drainage improvements to Jim Bowman Construction Co., LP in 
the amount of $490,016 be removed for individual consideration due to a possible conflict of 
interest.   

Council Member Smith requested Consent Agenda Item “I,” a resolution to approve the 
terms and conditions of Agreements with various community organizations for the expenditure of 
Buffington Community Services funds in the amount of $527,604 be removed for individual 
consideration due to a possible conflict of interest.   

Staff requested that Consent Agenda Item “C,” Bid No. 2009-193-P for the 2009-2010 
Residential and Arterial Pavement Under-sealing and Raising Contract to Nortex Concrete Lift & 
Stabilization, Inc. in the amount of $1,470,000 be pulled and held for further review.   

Nothing further was discussed. Mayor Dyer adjourned the Preliminary Meeting at 7:01 p.m.

 ___________________________________ 
Phil Dyer, Mayor 

ATTEST 

Diane Zucco, City Secretary 


