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 Mayor Evans called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m., Monday, March 27, 2006, 
in Training Room A of the Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  All Council Members 
were present.  Mayor Evans then stated that the Council would retire into Executive 
Session in compliance with Chapter 551, Government Code, Vernon’s Texas Codes, 
Annotated, in order to consult with an attorney and receive Legal Advice, Section 
551.071, for which a certified agenda is not required.  
 

Mayor Evans reconvened the meeting back into the Preliminary Open Meeting at 
5:54 p.m. in the Council Chambers where the following matters were discussed: 
 
Consideration and Action Resulting From Executive Session Discussion:   
 
 No action was brought forward. 
 
DART Report 
 
 DART Board of Directors member Pope spoke to the Federal Transit 
Administration supporting the Full Funding Grant Agreement for DART rail expansion 
projects, working on the 2030 Plan and looking at projected ridership.  He spoke to the 
City of Dallas and their preparation of a comprehensive plan identifying new demographic 
figures which are different from Council of Government figures, and working with Dallas 
to review these numbers and determining what the impact might be in terms of 
demographics and ridership projections.  
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Mr. Pope stated that the belief is that the Cottonbelt line will be a more cost 
effective north crosstown corridor, spoke to a short term gain in membership being still at 
a distance if at all, and stated that DART encourages new members with the availability of 
the one penny sales tax to join.  He stated that this remains the adoptive policy of the 
DART Board, but that there have been discussions regarding junior membership and 
whether or not this would work.   
 

Mr. Pope responded to the Council that it is his opinion that some neighboring 
cities who have the one penny sales tax might join DART, that end of line problems with 
parking availability due to out of area riders is being looked at but that DART’s main goal 
is to produce ridership and that available areas to provide increased parking are limited.  
He further responded that providing longer light rail cars depends on technology, station 
size, and consideration of the time it takes to start a longer train.  He further responded 
that high rise parking is being addressed with city planners as an option. 
 
Mobility Report – Discussion and Direction Regarding Intersections – 
Legacy/Preston, Plano Parkway/Preston, Springcreek/Coit 
 

Transportation Engineering Manager Neal and Dave Carter of Parsons 
Transportation Group addressed the Council regarding the Preston Road and Legacy 
Drive Intersection and the Median Left Turn.  Mr. Neal spoke to performing what-if 
testing at this site, and stated that this modified design provides overall good traffic flow.  
He spoke to moving forward with this design at Springcreek Parkway and Coit Road; 
Preston Road and Plano Parkway; and Legacy Drive and Preston Road.   

 
Mr. Carter responded to the Council regarding design configuration of the turn 

lanes on Legacy Drive at the Preston Road intersection, and spoke to providing more 
green light time to motorists by eliminating current left turn lane scenarios.  He further 
responded that the new design adds left turn capacity without having to add two left turn 
lanes as a result of through traffic green light time.   

 
The Council concurred to move forward with the design presented tonight at all 

three intersections as identified, reflecting a change from what was previously presented 
and approved by the Council, and that the intersection of Preston Road and Plano Parkway 
would be done first, followed by Springcreek Parkway and Coit Road, and lastly Legacy 
Drive and Preston Road with time provided in between for evaluation.  
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding Urban Centers Study 
 
 Plano Transition and Revitalization Commission Chair Kissick and Senior Planner 
Tovell addressed the Council regarding the role of urban centers in the City and the study 
of this by the Plano Transition and Revitalization Commission.  Mr. Kissick spoke to a 
work program consisting of two phases, a definition of urban centers which is identified as 
“mixed use, transit supportive neighborhoods with pedestrian activity and a sense of 
community,” and further identified existing examples in the Metroplex.  
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Ms. Tovell spoke to current changes and challenges being faced in Plano and 
benefits of urban centers which would include a more efficient delivery of services as well 
as provide major gathering centers and further reviewed key characteristics and site 
attributes.  She spoke to Phase 1 and the narrowing down to three out of twelve sites 
looked at which were Preston Road and Park Boulevard, Collin Creek corridor area, and 
the Parker Road Station area and further requested that the Council provide input with 
regard to proceeding.  Ms. Tovell responded to City Manager Muehlenbeck that she will 
provide information as to what other locations were looked at and why they were not 
chosen as possible sites.  Mr. Kissick responded to the Council that the sites chosen 
provide the ability to be within a defined highway/transit system and are pre-existing 
locations.  Ms. Tovell responded that size attributes were looked at and that a site should 
be pedestrian friendly.   

 
Council Member Callison recommended that the Downtown Task Force work with 

the Commission on this project.  Ms. Ellerbe spoke to the good job done by the 
Commission.  Ms. Tovell responded to the Council that implementation strategies have 
been discussed by the Commission, a vision must be established for the area, and spoke to 
looking into facilitating pedestrians from corner to corner at large intersections.   
 
Comprehensive Monthly Financial Report 
 
 Director of Finance McGrane presented the Comprehensive Monthly Financial 
Report for the month of February.  He spoke to revenues being up, expenditures tracking 
well as budgeted, the Environmental Waste Fund operating at a deficiency, and to sales 
tax performing well.  Mr. McGrane spoke to single family housing starts leveling off with 
new house sales doing well, stated that water and sewer revenues are up, and spoke to 
treasury pool equity and portfolio diversification and yield.   
 

Mayor Evans convened directly into the Regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. where 
remaining Preliminary items were addressed.  No recess was taken.   
 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 

     Pat Evans, MAYOR  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Elaine Bealke, City Secretary  
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