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 Mayor Evans called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m., Monday, February 23, 2004, 
in Training Room A of the Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  All Council Members 
were present.  Mayor Evans then stated that the Council would retire into Executive 
Session in compliance with Chapter 551, Government Code, Vernon’s Texas Codes, 
Annotated, in order to consult with an attorney and receive Legal Advice and discuss 
Pending Litigation, Section 551.071, and to discuss Real Estate, Section 551.072, for 
which a certified agenda is required. 
 

Mayor Evans reconvened the meeting back into the Preliminary Open Meeting at 
6:14 p.m. in the Council Chambers for which the following matters were discussed: 
 
Consideration and Action Resulting From Executive Session Discussion  
 
 No items were brought forward.  
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding Parking Permit Issue 
 
 Mayor Evans advised that this item concerns parking problems in the Plano East 
Senior High area.  City Manager Muehlenbeck stated that this issue will be considered by 
the Transportation Advisory Commission (TAC) tomorrow. 
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 Mr. Alan Smith, citizen of the City, spoke to problems with drive-though traffic 
and speeding in the neighborhood.  He stated that no-parking and no-right turn signage 
placed in problem areas of the neighborhood has alleviated some problems but that 
problems still exist as a result of traffic rerouting through one area to avoid another.  Mr. 
Smith stated that parking issues present the greatest challenge. 
 

Mayor Evans stated that additional discussion may be needed by the Council after 
the TAC meets tomorrow. 
 
Receive Information on Placement and Display of Commercial and Non-Commercial 
Signs in City Streets and Sidewalks; Council Discussion and Direction on These 
Items 
  
 City Attorney Wetherbee spoke to a previous initiative election whereby private 
temporary directional sign(s) are prohibited on the public right-of-way of any Class A 
through F type street in the City.  She stated that only through another election can this be 
changed.  Ms. Wetherbee stated that banner or spirit type sign(s) are not covered by this 
initiative but are covered under the Zoning Ordinance.  Ms. Wetherbee stated that the sign 
ordinance currently precludes the ability to have sign(s), including human signs, within 
certain specified distances of rights-of-way.  She stated that an unattended sign does not 
fall within the parameters of the solicitation ordinance and further that one type of 
message over another can not be favored such as commercial or non-commercial.  Ms. 
Wetherbee stated that the solicitation ordinance does permit commercial and non-
commercial solicitation in roadways with identified exceptions.  She stated that in the 
current regulatory scheme human-signs are permitted in the public right-of-way and 
further spoke to difficulties in regulating types of commercial speech.   
 
 Ms. Wetherbee stated that defacing a utility pole with letters, markings, or 
otherwise is a Class C offense. She stated that the Texas Department of Transportation 
regulates signs on roadways maintained by them.  She further stated that a statute allowing 
for charitable solicitation on rights-of-way passed by the Texas Legislature has since been 
found to be unconstitutional by the Texas Attorney General.   
 
 City Attorney Wetherbee responded to the Council regarding placing a 100 foot 
(or less) distance requirement from the place of business for human signs as opposed to 
this type of signage being scattered throughout the City.  She stated that a political sign 
has no identifiable business from which to measure a distance, and responded to the 
Council regarding regulating speech issues and to these interests being non-regulating.  
Ms. Wetherbee stated she will look into these issues.   
 
 Council Member Lambert spoke to banner/spirit signage and to possibly drafting 
an ordinance providing for a permitting process for just this purpose.  Ms. Wetherbee 
spoke to what the basis of the permit might be in comparing the message given by the 
banner/spirit signage versus a political message.   
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Mayor Evans stated that the issue here has been paw prints and that the only 
problem that has arisen from this has been when signs and ribbons are left long after the 
event rather than taken immediately down.  Ms. Wetherbee responded to the Mayor that 
creating the right to put up a banner would be discriminating against other non-
commercial messages.  She stated that if challenged this would not win.  Council Member 
Lambert spoke to traditions upheld in the City throughout the years and to finding a way 
to retain this type of tradition perhaps on a temporary basis.  Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
Stahel spoke to placing signage on private property. Mr. Lambert spoke to allowing the 
school booster club to decorate power poles on a temporary basis to which Ms. Wetherbee 
spoke to dealing with traditional public forum issues in which the City would be showing 
support of the school by decorating City facilities.   
 
Animal Services NACA Update 
 
 Director of Environmental Health Collins spoke to the National Animal Control 
Association (NACA) Report previously conducted and to progress made in three priority 
areas.  He spoke to implementing security alarm and camera systems and access control 
systems in the future with a cost of about $60,000. Mr. Collins stated that 76% of the 101 
items identified and needing action have been completed.  He responded to the Council 
that existing mobile radios are older models and are scheduled for replacement and further 
stated that Plano does exceed the average nationally and that scores should be even higher 
after improvements have been made.   
 
 Animal Services Manager Clark spoke to the spay/neuter program and to 
communication problems with animal adoptees regarding the requirement to spay/neuter 
adopted pets and to the decision to now perform spay/neuter procedures on animals prior 
to adoption in an effort to remedy this problem.  He also spoke to offering spay/neuter 
procedures for animals of City employees at a reduced rate, volunteer hours, calls for 
service, and further reviewed applicable statistics.  Mr. Clark spoke to upcoming events 
and gave special thanks to the numerous services provided in the community.  Deputy 
Mayor Pro Tem Stahel spoke to efforts put forth and to the good job done. 
 

Mayor Evans stated that the Council will now recess the meeting and join the 
reception honoring Thelma Rice Sproles.  Nothing further was discussed.  Remaining 
items were discussed during the Regular Meeting.  Mayor Evans recessed the meeting at 
6:48 p.m. 
 
 
      _______________________________ 

     Pat Evans, MAYOR  
       
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
Elaine Bealke, City Secretary 
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