
PLANO CITY COUNCIL 
April 26, 2004 

 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Pat Evans, Mayor 
Steve Stovall, Mayor Pro Tem  
Shep Stahel, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem  
Phil Dyer 
Scott Johnson 
Sally Magnuson 
Jean Callison 
Ken Lambert 
 
STAFF 
Thomas H. Muehlenbeck, City Manager 
Frank Turner, Executive Director 
Bruce Glasscock, Executive Director 
Rod Hogan, Executive Director 
Diane C. Wetherbee, City Attorney 
John Gilliam, First Assistant City Attorney 
Elaine Bealke, City Secretary 
 
 
 Mayor Evans convened the meeting into open session on Monday, April 26, 2004, 
at 7:17 p.m., in the Council Chamber of the Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  
All Council Members were present. 
  

The invocation was led by Jay Cousino, Minister of Youth with St. Andrew 
United Methodist Church. 
 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Boy Scout Troop 380. 
 
 The Council resumed discussion of the Preliminary Open Meeting agenda. 
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding K Avenue Test Project 
 
 Transportation Engineering Manager Neal reviewed the goals of the project which 
include reducing traffic speed, increasing pedestrian crossing safety and involving 
downtown merchants.  He advised that the speed study indicated a speed reduction of 
approximately three miles-per-hour, reduced crossing distance by 33% for pedestrians, 
emphasized crossing locations, and raised road user awareness.   
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Mr. Neal advised that traffic volumes increased 3.6% and further that traffic did 
not redistribute to other roads, sometimes blocked Fire Station #1 driveway, and is 
sensitive to weather, US 75 congestion, signal operation and train blockages.  He spoke 
to recommendations making “on-street” parking permanent, installing “Free Public 
Parking” signs for lots, providing downtown parking maps for merchant distribution, 
encouraging public employees to park in employee spaces, and funding project 
construction in the next budget cycle.   
 
 Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Stahel spoke to progress toward the goals of slowing 
traffic and aiding pedestrians and stated that if enhancements are made permanent some 
traffic would divert to other roadways.  He spoke in favor of approving the changes and 
considering permanent construction in next budget cycle.  Mayor Evans spoke in support 
of the changes and stated the Council’s direction for Staff to move forward.   
 
Comprehensive Monthly Financial Report 
 
 Director of Finance McGrane presented the Comprehensive Monthly Financial 
Report for the month of March 2004.  He advised the Council that revenues in the 
General Fund are up for the first six months of the fiscal year.  Mr. McGrane advised 
regarding a slight decrease in net sales tax during March, fees for licenses and permits 
doing well and improving revenues in the area of hotel/motel occupancy.  He stated that 
total expenditures and encumbrances are down and spoke regarding positive economic 
indicators including a decrease in unemployment, good news from retail establishments, 
and an increase in consumer confidence.  Mr. McGrane spoke regarding the City’s 
quarterly investment report.   
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding Support of Letter to Senator Hutchison 
Regarding Rural Water Supply Corporations/USDA Loans Issue Conflict 
 

Mayor Evans advised regarding problems encountered by the cities of McKinney 
and Melissa with rural water districts operating in their extra-territorial jurisdictions that 
are continuing to receive loans from the USDA.  She spoke to this practice interfering 
with the ability of larger cities to expand and operate with the North Texas Municipal 
Water District (NTMWD).  Mayor Evans spoke regarding an appeal to Senator 
Hutchison to classify the situation as urban rather than rural and stop loans so that the 
NTMWD will be used for proper urban development of these areas.  Council Member 
Lambert spoke to forwarding concerns to congressional delegates as well.  
 
Personnel Appointment – Transportation Advisory Committee 
 
 Council Member Magnuson spoke to moving forward with appointment of a chair 
and holding the new appointment.   
 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Magnuson and seconded by Council 
Member Johnson, the Council voted 8-0 to appoint Nat Cohen as chair. 
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Council Items for Discussion/Action on Future Agendas 
 
 Mayor Evans requested a review of the ordinance addressing sexual oriented 
businesses. 
 
Consent and Regular Agendas 
 
 Upon a motion made by Council Member Magnuson and seconded by Council 
Member Johnson, the Council voted 8-0 to table Consent Agenda Item “E,” bid for 
construction of Premier Drive – Ruisseau Drive to Heritage Drive.   
 
Council Reports    
 
 No reports were made.   
 
 The Council proceeded to the Regular Agenda. 
 
 Mayor Evans presented proclamations recognizing the Volunteer of the Month, 
“Wildflower Week” and Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month.  
 
 Mayor Evans administered an oath of office to North Texas Municipal Water 
District Board member Alex R. Schell, III. 
 
 Tom Lohr was unable to attend to receive a Certificate of Appreciation for service 
on the Transportation Advisory Committee.   
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION   
 
 No one appeared to speak. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Upon a motion made by Council Member Lambert and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Pro Tem Stahel, the Council voted 8-0 to approve and adopt all remaining items 
on the agenda as recommended and as follows: 
 
Approval of Minutes  [Consent Agenda Item (A)] 
 
April 12, 2004 
April 19, 2004 
 
Award, Rejection of Bids/Proposals, Conditional Acceptance of Lowest Responsible 
Bid/Proposal and Designation of Alternate Lowest Responsible Bid/Proposal when 
applicable on the following:  
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Bid No. P069-04 for the Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Requirements Contract within the 
City of Plano in the amount of $1,617,700.  [Consent Agenda Item (B)]  (See Exhibit 
“A”)    
 
Bid No. B060-04 for Haggard Library Expansion in the amount of $3,193,300 for base 
bid and Alternate 1 (Expand Parking) and Alternate 2 (Refinish Wood Panels)   [Consent 
Agenda Item (C)]  (See Exhibit “B”)    
 
Bid No. B070-04 for construction of McDermott Road – Phase I (Ohio Road to Robinson 
Road) Project in the amount of $1,609,223.  [Consent Agenda Item (D)]  (See Exhibit 
“C”)    
 
Bid No. B073-03 for construction of Premier Drive – Ruisseau Drive to Heritage Drive 
in the amount of $1,594,588.  [Consent Agenda Item (E)]  (See Exhibit “D”)   Item 
Tabled 
 
Bid No. C077-04 for the purchase of Liberty Park Recreation Center Exercise Equipment 
in the estimated annual amount of $189,867.  [Consent Agenda Item (F)]  (See Exhibit 
“E”)    
 
Adoption of Resolutions 
 
Resolution No. 2004-4-8(R):  To authorize the purchase of street light standards and 
associated equipment for Hedgcoxe Road from Custer Road to Preston Road from Oncor, 
the sole source provider of such equipment; and authorizing the City Manager to take 
such action and execute such documents as necessary to effectuate the purchase in an 
amount not to exceed $59,671; and providing an effective date.  [Consent Agenda Item 
(G)]    
 
Resolution No. 2004-4-9(R):  To authorize the purchase of street light standards and 
associated equipment for Spring Creek Parkway from Midway Road to SH 121 from 
Oncor, the sole source provider of such equipment; authorizing the City Manager to take 
such action and execute such documents as necessary to effectuate the purchase in an 
amount not to exceed $32,875; and providing an effective date.  [Consent Agenda Item 
(H)]    
 
Resolution No. 2004-4-10(R):  To approve the terms and conditions of an interlocal 
agreement by and between the City of Plano and the City of Allen for improvements to 
Hedgcoxe Road from Custer Road to Alma Road; authorizing its execution by the City 
Manager; and providing an effective date.  [Consent Agenda Item (I)]    
 
Resolution No. 2004-4-11(R):  To approve the terms and conditions of an agreement by 
and between the City of Plano and the Plano African American Museum regarding the 
expenditure of grant funds toward the acquisition and restoration of the Thornton House; 
authorizing its execution by the City Manager; and providing an effective date.   [Consent 
Agenda Item (J)]    
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Adoption of Ordinances 
 
Ordinance No. 2004-4-12:  To amend the Plano Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, Motor 
Vehicles and Traffic, Article V, Stopping, Standing, and Parking, Section 12-101, 
prohibited on certain streets at all times, to prohibit stopping, standing, or parking of 
motor vehicles on certain sections of Windcrest Drive within the City limits of the City of 
Plano; declaring it unlawful and a misdemeanor to stop, stand, or park motor vehicles 
upon such sections of such roadway within the limits herein defined; providing a fine for 
criminal penalties not to exceed $200 for each offense; and providing a repealer clause, a 
severability clause, a savings clause, and an effective date.  [Consent Agenda Item (K)]    
 
Approval of Agreement 
 
To approve the terms and conditions of a public right-of-way use agreement by and 
between the City of Plano, Texas and Sprint Spectrum L.P., a Delaware Limited 
Partnership, to locate, place, attach, install, operate and maintain a communications 
system consisting of antenna facilities in certain specific portions of the public rights-of-
way in the City of Plano; authorizing its execution by the City Manager; and providing an 
effective date.  [Consent Agenda Item (L)]    
 
Purchase off Existing Contract 
 
To authorize the purchase of two (2) Front-End Loaders (4x4) in the amount of $253,184 
from RDO Equipment Company through the Texas Association of School Board 
Cooperative Purchasing Program (Buyboard), Contract No. 126-01 and authorizing the 
City Manager to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate this purchase.  
[Consent Agenda Item (M)]    
 
To authorize the purchase of one (1) Truck with Concrete Mixer in the amount of 
$109,500 from Dallas Mack Sales LP through the Houston-Galveston Area Council of 
Governments (H-GAC) Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract No. HT11-03 and 
authorizing the City Manager to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate 
this purchase.  [Consent Agenda Item (N)]    
 
To authorize the purchase of one (1) Front-End Loader (4x4) in the amount of $119,605 
from RDO Equipment Company through the Texas Association of School Board 
Purchasing Program (Buyboard), Contract No. 126-01 and authorizing the City Manager 
to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate this purchase.  [Consent Agenda 
Item (O)]    
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Award of Contract 
 
To approve an agreement with Securitas Security Systems USA Inc. in the amount of 
$28,144 for the installation of a security camera system for the Robinson Justice Center 
and authorizing its execution by the City Manager and rescinding original award to CSL 
Technologies.  [Consent Agenda Item (P)]    
 
To approve and authorize for the selection of Teague Nall & Perkins, Inc. to provide 
Professional Engineering Services for an amount not to exceed $123,700 in connection 
with the design of Hedgcoxe – Custer to Alma and authorizing the City Manager to 
execute all necessary documents to effectuate this contract.  [Consent Agenda Item (Q)]    
 
To approve and authorize a professional services contract with Terra-Mar, Inc. in the 
amount of $33,284 to provide construction materials testing services in connection with 
construction of McDermott Road - Phase I (Ohio Drive to Robinson Road) and 
authorizing the City Manager to execute all necessary documents.  [Consent Agenda Item 
(R)]    
 
Reimbursement of Oversize Participation 
 
To approve and authorize reimbursement to Lennar Homes of Texas, Inc. for oversize 
participation for paving improvements associated with the construction of Ridgeview 
Park, Phase Three, in the amount of $60,537.  [Consent Agenda Item (S)]    
 
END OF CONSENT 
 
Public Hearing and adoption of Ordinance No. 2004-4-13 as requested in Zoning 
Case 2004-08 – To amend the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the City, Ordinance 
No. 86-3-14, as heretofore amended, granting Specific Use Permit No. 537 so as to allow 
the additional use of New Car Dealer on two lots on 7.8± acres of land located on the 
southwest corner of Preston Road and Plano Parkway in the City of Plano, Collin County, 
Texas, presently zoned Planned Development-201-Light Commercial; directing a change 
accordingly in the official zoning map of the City; and providing a penalty clause, a 
repealer clause, a savings clause, a severability clause, and an effective date.  
Neighborhood #54.  Applicant:  Cars-DB4, L.P. & Park Place LX Land Company No. 1, 
Ltd.  [Regular Agenda Item (1)]    
 
 Development Review Manager Elgin reviewed the history of property and 
advised the Council that the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of 
the request as submitted.   
 
 Mayor Evans opened the Public Hearing.  No one spoke either for or against the 
request.  The Public Hearing was closed. 
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Ordinance No. 2004-4-13  (cont’d) 
 
 Upon a motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Stovall and seconded by Council 
Member Dyer, the Council voted 8-0 to amend the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of 
the City, Ordinance No. 86-3-14, as heretofore amended, granting Specific Use Permit 
No. 537 so as to allow the additional use of New Car Dealer on two lots on 7.8± acres of 
land located on the southwest corner of Preston Road and Plano Parkway in the City of 
Plano, Collin County, Texas, presently zoned Planned Development-201-Light 
Commercial as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission and as requested 
in Zoning Case 2004-08; directing a change accordingly in the official zoning map of the 
City; and providing a penalty clause, a repealer clause, a savings clause, a severability 
clause, and an effective date; and further to adopt Ordinance No. 2004-4-13.   
 
Discussion and Direction regarding Calling a Tax Freeze Election for the Elderly 
and/or Disabled  [Regular Agenda Item (2)]    
 
 Council Member Dyer spoke to public interest in the tax freeze and regarding 
ordering an election, providing education regarding both sides of the issue and voters 
making the decision.  He made a motion to call an election for a tax freeze for those over-
65 and/or disabled for September 11, 2004 which Mayor Pro Tem Stovall seconded.  No 
vote was taken at this time.   
 
 Dafna Yee, citizen of the City, spoke regarding the expenses of converting a 
residence for handicap use and the cost to remove improvements when the home is sold.  
Mayor Evans advised regarding the additional City of Plano exemption available for 
handicapped citizens.  Paul Wellborn, citizen of the City, spoke to freezing an over-30 
year policy or allowing petition language to be placed on a ballot and regarding 
extraneous information that has been discussed.  Warner Richeson, citizen of the City, 
spoke regarding progress made in circulating petitions and the percentage of those 50 
years of age or younger signing the petitions.  He spoke to the cost of an election, 
requested receiving the same consideration as those receiving tax abatements and asked 
the Council to listen to the voice of the people.  City Manager Muehlenbeck spoke 
regarding the value of property removed from valuations for the homestead exemption, 
elderly exemption and exemption for disabled citizens.  He spoke regarding present 
abatements and advised that these roll off each year.   
 

James Higginbotham, citizen of the City, spoke to a tax freeze fulfilling the needs 
of senior citizens because the alternative does not result in a permanent tax cap.  He 
stated that the tax freeze would not impose any additional financial burden on the City 
and requested the Council pass a tax freeze with no exemption changes or call a special 
election to allow citizens to vote.   
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Thom Baird, citizen of the City, spoke regarding the current Council being 

affected by past decisions including operating expenses/debt service at Plano Centre, 
projected operating expenses/debt service for the first year of the arts hall and the cost of 
amendments made to existing tax abatement agreements.  He spoke regarding passage of 
the constitutional amendment and requested the Council vote for the tax freeze rather 
than placing it on the ballot and further that the Council maintain the current exemption 
for over-65 and disabled citizens.   
 
 Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Stahel thanked citizens for their input and spoke in 
support of Council Member Dyer’s motion to put the over-65/disabled tax freeze 
proposition on a ballot in September as a reasonable alternative to Council’s adoption.   
 
 Mr. Richeson read language from the petition currently circulating.  First 
Assistant City Attorney Gilliam stated that if the petition process were completed, two 
propositions would appear on the ballot:  one for the tax freeze and one for the over-
65/disabled exemption.  Council Member Lambert stated preference for the Council 
adopting the tax freeze, then stated support for placing on the ballot both items contained 
on the petition. 
 
 Mr. Richeson responded to Council Member Johnson that citizens are unsure 
whether or not the Council will maintain the current over-65/disabled exemption and 
regarding the needs of seniors and disabled.  Mr. Johnson spoke to the exemption being 
in place for over 20 years and spoke to the appropriateness of a citizen vote due to the 
permanency of the tax freeze. 
 
 Council Member Lambert restated support for Council adopting the tax freeze and 
stated opposition to the motion as stated since it only addresses one issue.  The remaining 
Council members concurred not to include language referencing the current $40,000 
over-65/disabled exemption in the motion.   
 
 Council Member Callison spoke to the importance of relief for seniors but advised 
she could not support the tax freeze, citing its permanency.  She spoke to the need for a 
citizen vote and stated opposition to including language addressing the current over-
65/disabled exemption.   
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Stovall spoke to the Council providing and increasing 
exemptions for the City’s citizens and stated that the Council is not providing a tax 
abatement to a retail establishment.   
 
 Mayor Evans restated the motion to call an election for one proposition, a tax 
freeze for those over-65 and/or disabled for September 11, 2004.  The Council voted 7-1 
with Council Member Lambert voting in opposition.  The motion carried.   
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 Mayor Pro Tem Stovall spoke to those organizing petitions providing information 
to fellow citizens regarding the current exemptions.  Council Member Johnson requested 
an agenda item be scheduled for the next Council meeting to discuss raising the 
exemption as an alternative and the effect a freeze would have on those who do not 
qualify, such as renters.   
 

There being no further discussion, Mayor Evans adjourned the meeting at 8:30 
p.m. 
 
 
 
            

Pat Evans, MAYOR  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Elaine Bealke, City Secretary 
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