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 Mayor Akers called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m., Monday, February 4, 2002, 
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  All Council 
Members were present with the exception of Mayor Pro tem Neudorff. 
 
PRELIMINARY OPEN MEETING 
 
Spotlight on Planning 
  

Director of Planning Jarrell advised the Council that the Planning Department 
consists of four divisions which are Development Review, Planning and Information, 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and Neighborhood Services.  She stated that the 
Development Review Division handles site plan and plat review, zoning case 
management, annexation/disannexation, and customer service and further advised that the 
Planning and Information Division handles Comprehensive Plan Management, Heritage 
Preservation programs, census, and special studies.  Ms. Jarrell stated that the GIS 
Division handles street, utilities, and other infrastructure mapping and spoke to 
participation by the department in GIS Day activities in November.  She stated that the 
Neighborhood Services Division administers the Community Development Block Grant 
Program, manages the Neighborhood Planning Program, conducts first time homebuyer 
programs, and manages the Day Labor Center operation.   
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 Ms. Jarrell introduced Planning Department Staff, and spoke to the highly 
qualified and dedicated efforts of the Staff.  She stated that issues confronting the future 
for the department include maturity, urbanization, Collin Creek Mall viability, GIS 
analysis, affordable housing, and heritage preservation.  Ms. Jarrell advised Council 
Member Lambert that there is a planning process utilized by Staff for Neighborhood 
Plans implementation.  Council Member Stahel spoke to the positive work products of 
the entire Staff. 
 
 Discussion Regarding Future Plano Balloon Festivals 
 

Marketing and Special Events Manager Conklin stated that the 2002 Balloon 
Festival event will be held in the City of Plano and that plans are underway to assure this. 
She spoke to concerns regarding future locations for the festival and to options for using 
other locations.  She stated that student population issues at the Collin County 
Community College (CCCC) Spring Creek campus present problems as does pending 
construction in the next two or so years.  She gave a history of the festival beginning at 
Bob Woodruff Park, problems that ensued, and the move to the Spring Creek Parkway 
site which then allowed for growth and parking access.  Ms. Conklin stated that the issue 
now is where to go for the festival with regards to the concerns with the CCCC. She 
spoke to looking at an area in western Plano, problems with air space in this location, and 
stated that Oak Point Nature Preserve has been pointed out as a possible site for the 
Festival. She stated that Los Rios Boulevard will be two lanes when complete, 
construction of the park is two and one-half to four years away, plans for the site do not 
call for large amounts of concrete surface and spoke to balancing the needs of the nature 
preserve with those of a major event. She stated that the Festival Board of Directors has 
not made a decision as to the future site of the festival.   

 
Ms. Conklin advised Council Member Stovall that the majority of the concern 

revolves around the amount of hard service that is required for set up and spoke to 
problems associated with the First Methodist Church parking lot.  Balloon Festival 
Executive Director Jo Via spoke to the unavailability of the church parking lot due to 
construction, requirement to close the festival at noon on Sunday in order that CCCC can 
resume classes first thing Monday morning, and the need for hard surface.  Ms. Via spoke 
to previous considerations to shutting off a portion of Spring Creek Parkway, stated that 
this might work, and that this would create a long skinny Balloon Festival.  She spoke to 
using the area that is directly across Spring Creek Parkway where there is white rock 
surface. 
 
 Mayor Akers spoke to looking at Spring Creek Parkway for a future Festival 
location, exploring possibilities and taking a close look at the college to make this a fit, 
finding out what the festival needs, and having the Council explore possibilities so that 
the Festival can stay in Plano.  Ms. Via stated that the CCCC will not be accessible for 
very long and that the main purpose is to find a plan whereby the festival can stay in 
Plano.  She also spoke to moving a portion of the festival into Plano Centre.  Mayor 
Akers spoke to the Oak Point Park information being provided as well.   



Preliminary & Regular Open Meeting  Page 3 
Plano City Council 
February 4, 2002 
 
 
 Council Member Stovall spoke to seeing how things can be done and to possibly 
moving the venue to the northern side of the City in the future. Ms. Conklin stated that as 
the City of Allen continues to build, air space issues might present a problem.  Ms. Via 
advised Council Member McGee that providing offsite parking does not change the fact 
that the Festival outgrew Bob Woodruff Park.  Mr. McGee spoke to providing offsite 
parking and having closed access to the area.  Ms. Conklin spoke to concerns of reducing 
attendance with this format.  Ms. Via advised Council Member Lambert that this year is 
set with the CCCC, spoke to various street closing scenarios, possible future use of the 
amphitheater, the main concern being to look for a site for 2003 by the end of May or 
June of this year, and further spoke to looking to the possible future HWY 121 corridor 
location area as a regional location.  Mayor Akers spoke to looking into use of the church 
parking lot.  
 
 Council Member Lambert spoke to receiving Council direction, encouraging the 
Festival to stay in Plano, working with Staff regarding closing a portion of Spring Creek 
Parkway, looking at the church site, encouraging working with the Parks and Recreation 
Department Staff regarding a permanent solution and further addressing surface parking 
issues.   
 
 Council Member Stahel spoke to the Festival being a signature event and to the 
importance of keeping it in Plano at the present location permanently, devoting time to 
this end and not spending time looking at a variety of options, addressing student access 
problems, limiting growth and not the location by promoting quality and not quantity, 
addressing church parking, being a believer of using parks for park land and making 
compromises, and further emphasizing that the Festival will stay in the City. 
 
 Ms. Via advised Council Member Johnson that she did not believe there would be 
obstacles to using the Spring Creek Parkway site for the vendor areas but that she would 
look further into this possibility. Mr. Johnson spoke in support of the Festival staying in 
Plano.  Ms. Via advised Mayor Akers that she will seek the intent of the Festival Board 
and that she will come back to the Council within a month with a report.  Mayor Akers 
spoke to working things out and keeping the event in Plano.   Deputy Mayor Pro tem 
Dyer spoke to the event being a year-round function and to the tremendous effort 
provided by Staff. 
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding the Parker Road Station Study   
 
 Planning and Information Manager Zimmerman spoke to the study and stated that 
Staff has met with the Planning and Zoning Commission and produced a work outline for 
Staff to develop as opposed to a consultant.  He stated that the outline contains a 
statement of purpose, objectives, issues and a process which will take approximately six 
months.  Mr. Zimmerman stated that the boundaries have also been expanded with the 
southern border being 22nd Street, proceeding to the east at K Avenue, to the west at US 
75, and to Parker Road as the northern boundary.   
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Mr. Zimmerman stated that the purpose is to review the previous study in order to 
determine the validity of the recommendations, revise or supplement the 
recommendations as needed, develop a land use or zoning plan for the area, and then 
implement zoning cases as needed to facilitate the plan.  

  
Mr. Zimmerman stated that objectives include a pedestrian oriented environment, 

and reorientation of buildings to interact with the station.  He stated that opportunities for 
a mixed-use environment will also be created with redevelopment consistent with the 
station.   Council Member Lambert recommended that properties be looked at and 
considered for development in the surrounding area east of K Avenue. Mr. Zimmerman 
advised that the area east of K Avenue will be looked at and advised Council Member 
McGee that the time line for this is six to seven months depending on the involvement of 
the property owners in the area.  Council Member Stahel recommended that a twelfth 
item be added to the issue to look at the availability of a steam train museum at Fair Park 
currently seeking a new home. He stated that sheds existing behind the Payless Cashways 
store previously used to store lumber could be used as a theme area destination point. Mr. 
Stahel requested that this recommendation be added to the list of items to be explored as 
a possibility.  Mr. Zimmerman spoke to exploring the possibility of incorporating this 
idea into the overall development. 
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding Neighborhood Planning and Financing Study 
 
 Neighborhood Services Manager Buffington spoke to funding for three 
neighborhood plans referenced in the packet and advised that most will be funded out of 
regular budget line items such as Traffic Calming devices, and that others will require a 
Council approved bond program.  He stated that funds will come from a broad range of 
sources as well as the Capital Reserve Fund.  Mr. Buffington advised Council Member 
Lambert that Staff will go back and set up time lines for these projects and advised 
Council Member Stahel that no determination has been made as to the source of the 
maintenance and care of neighborhood entry features but that this will need to be 
confirmed before such a project is underway.    
 
Discussion and Direction Regarding US 75 Ramp Study 
 
 Transportation Engineering Manager Neal advised he is here to communicate to 
the Council the ongoing effort to manage traffic congestion and flow in the City, report 
study findings, and further that with Council concurrence Staff will begin Phase II of the 
project.  He stated that the City of Plano is identified as an area in “mild congestion” and 
that it is predicted that by the year 2025 Plano will be an area of “severe congestion.”  
Mr. Neal stated that areas identified in the packet are high-intensity retail areas and that 
study goals are to reduce traffic congestion, improve traffic safety, and further spoke to 
improvements in air quality.  He spoke to the importance of involving local businesses 
and the public in the process to discuss proposed alternatives and to address funding 
sources and stated that Staff is working closely with TXDOT and COG in these 
situations.    
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 Sverdrup Civil, Inc. Transportation Engineer Jeremy Wyndam spoke to the 
problems in the US 75/North Central Expressway area noted in the packet and stated that 
the study focuses on what can be done in an expeditious manner and with low cost to 
improve some of the problems.  He spoke to the importance of involving the public in the 
process and stated that this is a requirement from TXDOT as part of the planning steps 
during the next phase of the project.  Mr. Wyndam spoke to public meetings held and to 
positive input gained and to meetings with TXDOT and DART.  He stated that traffic on 
US 75 will grow substantially as well as on the cross streets, spoke to the software system 
used to do the analysis, and to methods used to determine the problems.  Mr. Wyndam 
spoke to the frontage roads and main lanes between Park Boulevard and Parker Road, 
Parker Road Interchange, and the Collin Creek Mall area as all having problems needing 
to be addressed.  He stated that ramp relocations and reversals for frontage road and ramp 
improvements, improvements on signage, and improvements on acceleration/deceleration 
lanes are proposed.  Mr. Wyndam spoke to the Parker Road Interchange area proposed 
improvements on the jug-handle, and further spoke to the proposal to rebuild the Parker 
Road Interchange completely.   
 
 Mr. Wyndam stated that twenty-two improvements were proposed in the corridor 
and then grouped into seven clusters, and further spoke to identifying the effectiveness of 
the improvements, continuation of public meetings, and impact of cost.  He reviewed 
criteria identified in maps included in the packet and gave the top three projects ranked as 
the northbound entrance and exit ramp reversals, the area in front of Collin Creek Mall, 
and the Parker Road Interchange. 
 
 Mr. Neal stated that the goal is to work with the responsible agencies, spoke to 
steps needed by TXDOT in order for them to achieve their long-range planning process, 
spoke to minimum impact on businesses, and advised that concurrence from the Council 
is requested to move forward with the project.  Mr. Neal advised Council Member 
McGee that the county has not been looked to for funding at this point but that the goal is 
to look for funding sources.  Council Member McGee stated that this is a regional issue 
and spoke to moving forward in requesting assistance.  Council Member Lambert stated 
that the Regional Transportation Council looks to the future for their funding of work 
programs.  City Manager Muehlenbeck spoke to the Parker Road Interchange Project as a 
concept used in Phoenix, Arizona and stated that he feels this concept is appropriate for 
this intersection.  He spoke to the high cost of funding the project and to the use of funds 
for several of the options/parts and to concerns of jeopardizing remaining options/parts of 
the program.  Mr. Neal stated that the goal is that projects would benefit one another 
without having to “throwaway” or start over again in an area.  Mr. Neal advised Council 
Member Stovall that further detailed information/diagrams will be made available as the 
projects come forward.  Council Member Stahel spoke to encouraging finding the 
appropriate measures to move forward with this project.  Mayor Akers recommended 
proceeding. 
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Discussion and Direction Regarding the Appointment of a Charter Review 
Committee for the Purpose of Studying and Recommending Proposed Charter 
Amendments 
 
 Mayor Akers requested that each Council Member select a nominee to serve as 
their representative, and further that he will ask the HOA Council and the Chamber to 
name a representative, and that this be placed on the next agenda for consideration.  He 
stated that while voting considerations might prove to be difficult at this time, there are 
other matters that need addressing in the Charter in order to be consistent with State law.   

 
City Attorney Wetherbee spoke to bilingual publishing requirements, printing of 

the ballot, identifying the numbers of items desired, and to the tight time frame.  Ms. 
Wetherbee responded to Council Member Lambert with regard to voting issues that could 
not be placed on the ballot in this tight time frame and referenced such items that 
included a given number of Council Members to serve on the Council, fulfilling less than 
a full term by a Council Member, and residency issues for district members.  She stated 
that acquiring Justice Department approval prior to the election could not be done at this 
time in these areas and that pre-clearance on this type of item would be sought after the 
election took place. Ms. Wetherbee stated that if the Justice Department did have 
objections to the issue, the item could not be implemented immediately after the election. 
Ms. Wetherbee recommended that pre-clearance be done before the election.   

 
Council Member Lambert spoke to the number of Charter Review meetings 

previously held.  Mayor Akers stated that options for the Council are to assume that the 
Justice Department will approve what has been submitted and voted on by the citizens, 
have no issues concerning voting on the ballot, have no review of the Charter during this 
election but designate instead a special date to do this, that in his discussions with the 
City Manager it is believed that six or eight items identified by the City Attorney should 
be reviewed, and further to discuss this at the next meeting.  Mayor Akers spoke to the 
scenario of the need for a ninth Council Member, stated it might be in the best interest of 
all concerned to do nothing with the Charter now and instead hold a special election later 
in the summer at an appropriate date.   He stated that if not, the upcoming May election 
should be used for this purpose.  Council Member Stovall spoke to the time taken 
previously for the last Charter election and stated that it is his feeling that this process 
should have been started earlier.  Mayor Akers requested that this item be placed on the 
next agenda. 
 
Council Items for Discussion/Action on Future Agendas 
  
 Deputy Mayor Pro tem Dyer spoke to the Legacy Town Center and to the need of 
a traffic light at the intersection of Legacy Drive and Bishop Road.  He stated that Staff 
has advised that this intersection does not fit the model for traffic lights and issues and 
requested that Staff report on the possibility of installing a traffic light at this location. 
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 Mayor Akers advised that the auto lease tax will be revisited by the Council on 
the February 11 agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
 No items were brought forward. 
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
 No reports were given. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Upon a motion made by Council Member Lambert and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Pro tem Dyer, the Council voted 7-0 to approve and adopt all items on the 
Consent Agenda as stated and as follows: 
 
Adoption of Resolutions 
 
Resolution No. 2002-2-1(R): To authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement 
with the State of Texas concurring in the State’s determination that a portion of the 
State’s right-of-way for Old FM 2478 (Custer Road) is no longer needed as a road and 
that the right-of-way be quitclaimed in accordance with State regulations.  [Consent Item 
(A)] 
 
Termination of Contract 
 
Approved to terminate an annual contract with renewals between the City of Plano and 
Austin Ad Group for Golf Shirts, Tee Shirts and Work-Out Shorts for the City of Plano 
Fire Department (C059-01).  Upon Council approval of termination, this contract will be 
re-bid.  [Consent Item (B)]. 
 
Reimbursement of Oversize Participation 
 
Approved and authorized reimbursement to Lennar Homes of Texas, Inc. for oversize 
participation in sanitary sewer improvements associated with construction of Villages of 
White Rock Creek in the amount of $75,417.  [Consent Item (C)]. 
 
END OF CONSENT 
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Nothing further was discussed. Mayor Akers advised at 7:00 p.m. that the Council 
will recess and convene into Executive Session in the Council Conference Room after 
which time the meeting will finally adjourn. The Council convened into Executive 
Session at 7:05 p.m. in compliance with Chapter 551, Government Code, Vernon’s Texas 
Codes, Annotated, to discuss Legal matters, Section 551.071, for which a certified 
agenda is not required.  Mayor Akers finally closed the meeting at 7:25 p.m. in the 
Council Conference Room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      _________________________ 

     Jeran Akers, MAYOR 
 
       
 
___________________________ 
Elaine Bealke, City Secretary 
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